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The Manger, The Cross and The Tomb 


By, Dr. A. P. Gouthey 
Seattle, Washington 


Nearly two millenniums ago, in an ob- 
scure town in southern Palestine, an event 
took place which has exerted more influence 
upon human history than any event before 
or since. A child was born. The birth of a 
child was not in itself an occurrence of such 
unusual importance as to awaken special in- 
terest — and especially since the child was 
not the son of distinguished parents. Hu- 
manly speaking, he was the son of an 
humble man and woman familiarly known 
as Joseph and Mary — Joseph the carpen- 
ter, and Mary the peasant girl. He was no 
scion of nobility, no heir to riches and fame, 
no prospective ruler of a great world em- 
pire. But around that birth and child has 

athered the thought and love and adora- 
iton of the centuries. 

He was given the name of JESUS, and 
from that hour His name has attracted more 
attention than any name ever lisped by hu- 
man tongue. It has become a lullaby for 
the infant’s cradle; a staff on which tremb- 
ling old age leans as it awaits the mystery 
of death; the battle song of heroic crusad- 
ers who have fought for truth and right; 
the music breathing in the poet’s heart who 
has blessed the world with immortal lines; 
the whispered prayer of dying soldiers amid 
the shrieking shells of a thousand battle- 
fields; it has kindled the white fire of holy 
zeal in the heart of every civilizing enter- 
prise; it has founded nations and destroyed 
empires; it has transformed moral derelicts 
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He? Was He the son of Mary by natural 
generation, or was He the son of God by 
supernatural generation? The answer to 
this question makes all the difference be- 
tween a good man, and A GOD-MAN — be- 
tween the teaching of Jesus Christ as a mere 
human philosophy, and the INSPIRATION 
AND AUTHORITY OF THE HOLY SCRIP- 
TURES; between a mere human example, 
and a DIVINE SAVIOR WHO, by His death 
and resurrection, is able to save to the ut- 
termost all who come unto God by Him. 

In answer to the above question there are 
multiplied thousands who will insist at once 
that Jesus Christ was “God manifested in 
the flesh” — that away back yonder before 
the unknown years began their solemn 
march in the gray dawn of time, He was 
God; and away down yonder, when the un- 
counted millenniums have grown weary, and 
have fallen out by the way, He will be God, 
high over all, blessed for evermore! 

Having thus declared one’s self one is, of 
course, conscious of being face to face with 
the profoundest mystery in the universe, 
namely: the mystery of the God-man. That 
there is no hope of either explaining or es- 
caping the .mystery which invests Him 
every serious thinker is at once ready to 
admit. In Him is a combination supposed 
to be impossible. God is infinite; man is 
finite. How can the unlimited and the lim- 
ited unite? How shall we hope to under- 
stand this stupendous mystery? We can- 


not. The New Testament itself attempts 
no explanation. But the very mystery wh 
invests Christ is an argument for His Deity, 
Could we understand such a being it would 
ae our ability to imagine and invent a 

od-man. Men never conceive anything ab- 
solutely new. What seems to be new is on- 
ly an original form of old ideas. Whence, 
then, came this idea of the God-man? 
There is nothing in mythology or the pagan 
religions to suggest it? Mythology Fables 
such creatures as the mermaid, the faun 
and the centaur; but who would think of 
comparing these hideous absurdities with 
Jesus Christ, the God-man ? 

Mr. Herbert Spencer says that life is “the 
definite combination of heterogeneous 
changes, both simultaneous and successive, 
in correspondence with external-coexistences 
and sequences.” (Principles of Biology Vol. 
1, P. 74.) Or, more simply put, it is the 
perpetual adjustment of internal relations 
to external relations. Life must correspond 
with its environment. How, then, shall we 
harmonize the faun of mythology with this 
definition of life? A creature having the 
legs and ears and feet of a goat, while the 
rest of its body is human, represents con- 
stitutional differences which absolutely pro- 
hibit combination. It would be impossible, 
in the nature of the case, to keep such a 
creature in rapport with its environment. 
“The definite combination of heterogeneous 
changes” could not possibly be kept “in cor- 
respondence with external co-existences and 
sequences.” 

The various pagan religions are full of 
the doctrine of incarnation, but as one stud- 
ies these various theories one is convinced 
that they are not at all like the mystery of 
“God manifested in the fiesh” in Jesus 
Christ. Paganism always represents God 
as taking on Him a human body, and ends 
with merely some kind of superman. The 
builders of pagan religions know no way of 
blending deity and humanity. Here is at 


tery of the Christian reli- 
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among men who have chis- 8 YE Oe 
eled their names into the im- OL 
erishable granite of immor- 0) 


1 fame, and after nearly s 
twenty centuries it continues © 
to wield the most potent in-_ |] 
fluence of any name known 
to men. 

The why of this amazing 
influence and power may well 
engage our thought. Upon 
seeking an answer we are at 
once face to face with the 
question most deeply involv- 








ing all that pertains to the 9 ori f ny sections of America. Let interested friends make 
welfare of the world, and to ¢ iy Boon gown A mage oy 
the destiny of men, namely: 


countries. 
may be present as a representative from the Orient. 
will be used and complete details will be announced later. 
membership of the Defenders’ Movement extends into more than 

thirty states at present, and delegates will attend the world gath- ro} 


international Defenders’ Convention 


Several months ago it was announced that an International 
Defenders’ Convention would be held in Chicago in May 1930. Plans 
are going forward in a splendid manner and speakers will be pres- 
ent from not only different sections of America, but from foreign 
It is hoped that Leland Wang, the “Moody of China,” 
The radio 


(this great undertaking a matter of special prayer. 





once the glory and the mys- 
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gion — God and man blend- 
G4 ed into one, with no absurd- 
ic; ities, and no contradictions. 
= Not two conflicting bein 

somehow united in impossible 
bonds, but one being, glo- 
rious, harmonious, consistent 
—not God in the human, or 
God and the human, BUT 
THE PERFECT GOD-MAN, 
Again we ask, whence this 
conception? To deny the re- 
ality necessarily compels the 
person making the denial to 
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@3 account for the conception! 
QO + In attempting to escape one 
ale Cae (Turn to page 15.) 





Jesus Christ: whose Son was 
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THIS DEFENDER brings you twenty 
pages of the best material your editor is 
coo of assembling. If you are pleased, 
tell your friends. | 4 

“A MAN FROM MARS.” Professor Price 
tells you about him on page 7 of this De- 
fender. heli bl 


“THE BAPTIST SPOKESMAN,”  pub- 
lished by Christian laymen in Portland, Ore- 
gon, deplores the method of attacking per- 
sonalities which has been so common among 
militant preachers in recent years. Speak- 
ing editorially, it says: “The Spokesman 
recognizes at all times that the warfare is 
not against persons but against principali- 
ties and powers. Hence this paper desires 
to keep on the issue and off personalities.” 

* = x xj 


THE SUPREME Christmas present is the 
one that brings blessing the year around. 
Send The Defender to a friend for twelve 
months. Begin this subscription with the 
present Christmas number. 


_DR. A. P. GOUTHEY prefers to deliver 
his marvelous messages in booklet form in- 
stead of large volumes. He keeps his writ- 
ings in uniform size and at a uniform price 
of 25c per booklet. “Short Walks Along 
Old Trails” is a beautiful and artistic book- 
let just off the press, written in the great 
out-of-doors by a nature lover. This new 
brochure is an ideal gift book. Order from 
The Defender Publishers, Wichita, Kansas. 

e . * 

“JESUS CHRIST, WAS HE MAN OR IS 
HE GOD?” is one of the most scholarly and 
instructive discussions on the Deity of 
Christ which has been published in recent 
years. It is written by Dr. A. P. Gouthey, 
and the price is 25c. 

+ + * 

A MESSAGE for high school and college 
students is contained in Dr. A. P. Gouthey’s 
booklet, “Is Evolution an Established Fact ?” 
Price 25c. 

s : s 


THE EVANGELICAL CHRISTIAN 
FORCES of America sustained a great loss 
a few days ago in the departure of Dr. John 
Roach Straton from this life. Dr. Straton 
was a staunch Defender of the Faith. 


LITERALLY hundreds of subscriptions 
are coming to The Defender as a result of 
the regular Sunday broadcast of The De- 
fenders of the Christian Faith, which goes 
out over W. J. B. T., Chicago. Thus the 
family circle enlarges. 

- 


THE NEW BOOK by Mr. Winrod on “Sci- 
ence, Christ and the Bible,” announced on 
page 5, is not to be confused with a previous 
booklet published under the same title. 
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WHAT ARE ATOMS? The materialist 
answers, “Co-related electrons and protons.” 
What are electrons and protons? The ma- 
terialist answers, “Energy.” What is ener- 
gy? A prominent scientist answers, “God.” 
No, energy is not God. It is the hem of 
God’s garment. Lee 


KEITH BROOKS says: 
“My Bible is not true in spots, 
But true in every sense; 
True in its tittles and its jots, 
True in each verb and tense, 
True when it speaks of Heaven’s joys, 
True when it warns of hell; 
Its truth is gold without alloy, 
Its source a springing well.” 
* * * 
: A BULLETIN OF A CERTAIN CHURCH 
in San Francisco announces that on Mon- 
day night “there will be a dinner served in 
the basement of the church, followed by a 
dance. All boys and girls between the ages 
of 17 and 35 are invited to join us.” On 
Wednesday night there will be “a card par- 
ty at which numerous prizes will be given.” 
Ho Hum! 
= = oe 


IN ARIZONA recently there raged a ter- 
rific electrical storm. At intervals the 
blinding flashes revealed a dark horseman 
bowed in his saddle, motionless, on the plain. 
When the storm cleared, searchers found 
that both horseman and his mount had been 
electrocuted and left standing stiffly. 

ia nn * 


PERHAPS SOME DAY America will try 
to protect the mind as well as the body. The 
mental filth disseminated at hundreds of 
news-stands is demoralizing in the extreme. 
A few days ago in Vancouver, B. C., a man 
read a novel which described three murders. 
His brain inflamed, he threw down the nov- 
el, grabbed a hatchet, and slew his son, four, 
and his daughter, ten. Then he ran toward 
al wife, who jumped out of a window and 


A WISE MAN lives in Wann, Oklahoma. 
He is a rancher. During the drought his 
500 steers refused to eat yellow grass and 
became lean. He went to Kansas City and 
bought 500 pairs of green goggles and fitted 
them on the steers, after which they ate 
ravenously and grew fat. c 

= * = 


THE MUCK-RAKER is dealing merci- 
lessly with our late War President, Wood- 
row Wilson. A book entitled “The Psychol- 
ogy of Happiness” by Professor Walter B. 
Pitkin of Columbia University, says that 
Woodrow Wilson had from childhood “a 
constitutional infirmity which he struggled 


to hide and did hide with such cunning that 


the world never suspected it.” Joseph Pa- 
trick Tumulty, for thirteen years the Private 
Secretary of Mr. Wilson, chokes with indig- 
nation as he answers Professor Pitkin: “If 
this be the privilege reserved to psycholo- 
gists or psycho-analysts, as Professor Pit- 
kin is supposed to be, then the privilege has 
long been usurped by the ghouls who in- 
vaded the tombs of the historic dead, as 
Professor Pitkin now invades the noble sar- 
cophagus in the National Cathedral in the 
capitol of the nation.” 
s * s 

REV. W. F. ROADHOUSE, a national 
figure in missionary circles, and secretary 
of the “World Wide Evangelization Cru- 
sade,” writes: “Say, Brother Winrod, your 
paper is very decidedly good. Somehow I 
imagined The Defender to be — well, com- 
bative, demolishing; I have greatly enjoyed 
its constructive character, its MEAT. That 
is what we need, not fluffy stuff, but real 
material that builds up and fortifies the 
strong fibers of your being. So I greatly 
appreciate it. You are a good editor — 
that is not taffy, but given in entire sin- 
cerity. God bless you in the ministry of 
your pen.” . 

2 * » 

A PRESS REPORT says that Marshal 
Feng, the internationally known “Christian 
General,” was captured recently by soldiers 
representing the Nationalist Government. It 
is reported that Marshal Feng is serving as 
a common prisoner at the present time. 

x * * 

DR. CHARLES MAYO, the noted surgeon, 
said recently, while addressing the Amer- 
ican College of Surgeons: “If your body 
were reduced to its chemical elements, the 
market price would be 98c¢ at the most. Few 
men know the value of food. I see men. put 
a $4.00 meal into a body worth only 98c. 

* * * 

SOME SCIENTISTS ONCE REJECTED 
the Genesis Flood story entirely. Now they 
admit that there was such a Flood, but that 
it only covered Mesopotamia. Other scien- 
tists, like Professor McCready Price, have 
proved that the deluge covered the whole 
earth. Now a representative of the Field 
Museum, Chicago, says that the fossils of 
hundreds of small fish have been found im- 
bedded in clay at the side of the ancient 
city of Kish. At the time of the Flood, it 
is believed that the waters swept the small 
fish into buildings in the city. When, the 
Flood receded, the fish were left in isolated 
pools and died when the pools dried up. 
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“ONE PERSON is struck by an automo- 
bile in this country every 42 seconds,” says 
a newspaper. The New York Evening Post 
comments that “he must be in pretty had 
shape by this time whoever he is.” 


“FOOD SPECIALISTS now are recom- 
mending spaghetti as containing all the 
health-giving elements, including, of course, 
exercise.’—New York Evening Post, 

(Turn to page 3.) 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST TO DEFENDERS 
(Continued from page 2.) 





THE FIGHT IS ON in London to open 
theaters and music halls on the Lord’s Day. 
An organization known as the “Lord’s Day 
Observance Society” is fighting the propos- 
al. The slogan is, “Save England from Sun- 
day Theaters.” ; 
* x *x 

MR. GEORGE T. B. DAVIS has had many 
adventures in soul-winning. During the 
last thirty years he has traveled in sever- 
al countries distributing scriptures and win- 
ning men to Christ. His latest undertaking 
is “A Million Testaments Campaign for 
Latin America.” This drive started a year 
a This Defender contains an article by 

r. Davis entitled “Adventures in China,” 
wherein he tells of his work in the armies 
of Marshal Feng. A book of 90 pages from 
the pen of Mr. Davis may be secured for 
25¢c from “The Million Testaments Cam- 
paign,” 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

e s . 

PRESIDENT HOOVER has named Mr. 
G. A. Youngquist, Attorney General of Min- 
nesota, as the new “Dry Czar.” It is an- 
nounced that Mr. Youngquist will take over 
much of the work which was formerly 
handled by Mrs. Mabel Willebrandt. 

s * “ 

“TAP ROOT” is the name of a new mag- 
azine edited by Dr. M. F. Ham, the great 
Southern Baptist preacher. It is published 
at 2140 Bonnycastle Avenue, Louisville, 
Kentucky. Price $1.00 a year. Sample copy 
free. Until recently Dr. Ham was pastor 
of the First Baptist Church of Oklahoma 
City. 

- * * 

FOR A FINANCIAL STATEMENT of 

“The Defenders” Movement, turn to page 10. 
s * * 


IN WATERBURY, CONNECTICUT, a 
few months ago, a Negro evangelist, ex- 
horted a wailing audience, with fists mill- 
ing, to clean living. In front of the plat- 
form in the African ‘Methodist Church a 
casket was piled high with flowers. The 
evangelist told of the horrors of hell and 
there were not a few hysterical cries from 
his listeners. The newspaper announcement 
said that the service was to be a funeral. 
Over the coffin the evangelist chanted no 
eulogy. The dead man had committed every 
sin. He was wicked, and therefore he would 
go into eternal torment. When the sermon 
was finished, the audience was invited to 
file past the casket and take one final look 
at this horrible sinner. Each man and wo- 
man peered into the casket. The casket 
was empty. A mirror in the bottom reflect- 
ed the face of every person who stared. 

* * a 

A PRESS REPORT says that the perse- 
cution of Russian Christians continues at 
the hands of the Soviet Government. We 
read of Christians being compelled to dig 
their own graves, after which they are 
thrown in and buried alive. 

* * * 

COMMENTING ON THE BOOK “Be- 
haviorism” by John B. Watson, published 
by W. W. Norton & Company, 75th Stree, 
New York City, Newton N. Riddeii says: 
“Behaviorism is the new psychology that 
presumes to explain all mental activities as 
resulting from chemical nerve stimuli. It 
denies that man is a soul or has higher con- 
sciousness. It treats man as one of the 
higher animals, consisting of a highly com- 
plex mechanism, and teaches that not only 
objective sensory reactions are the result of 
physical stimuli, but that of subjective emo- 
tions of hope, joy, reverence and conscience, 
are simply so many physical reactions. The 
author’s statements on heredity are so far 
out of keeping with demonstrable facts as 
to be unsound from an educative point of 
view, The book is fundamentally atheistic.” 


A GRADLE IN THE SUN 


Christmas brings with it the thought of A Cradle in the Sun.” From Bethlehem’s 
manger, great beams of light have gone out over the earth. Wherever the light of the 
manger has penetrated, there the darkness of heathenism has been dispelled. When a 
map of the world is studied, it is observed that the nations wrapped in superstition, 
heathenism, cannibalism and idolatry, are the nations that have never heard of Bethle- 
hem’s Cradle. The Christmas message is a missionary message. Let us help make the 


light to shine. “Let there be light.” 
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“Professor Lou’’ 


(May be ordered from The Defender Publishers, 
Wichita, Kansas) 


Price $1.00 











+ 
A Book Review by Mrs. Gerald B. Winred 


“Professor Lou” is published by the 
Scripture Tract Depot, 170 Tremont, Street, 
Boston, Mass. 

After careful and meditative reading of 
this book by Mary E. McDonough I wish to 
recommend it most heartily to young men 
and women as a guide to their early think- 
ing. When so many insidious and mislead- 
ing theories are being taught as facts in our 
schools and colleges, which can produce on- 
ly bigots, atheists and such rabble as de- 
light to sit in the seat of the scornful, heap- 
ing ridicule upon everything that is sacred, 
we need more than ever to protect our 
young people. 

I believe that Mrs. McDonough has met 
the requirements of a long-felt need in pre- 
senting in a clear- comprehensive and at- 
tractive manner her unanswerable argu- 
ments in defense of the Word of God. 

“Professor Lou” is a story showing how 
a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. 
“Professor Lou,” a girl, was true to her con- 
victions and fulfilled her duty to her com- 
panions in interpreting spiritual truth by 
means of material science. Her discoveries 
in astronomy open the minds of her friends 


to the truthfulness of the story of creation, 
which too many educators are attemptin 
to -explain away by calling it. a mythica 
legend. She reenforces every. statement 
that she makes by a reference from the 
Bible. In a similar way she explains the 
Genesis of man to her college friends, com- 
bining science and Biblical truth, thereby 
showing that man’s making was of God and 
not by accident and through a process of 
evolution. 

With the aid of an uncle, who is a geolo- 
gist, and by the fact that she is botanically 
inclined, Professor Lou shows. how every 
tree, leaf and stone is a page in the great 
book of nature, and how there has to be an 
Infinite Creator back of it all. 

Through the book Mrs. McDonough has 
woven a beautiful thread of romance which 
leads finally to the heroine’s marriage. Pro- 
fessor Lou marries a converted, cynical and 
bigoted friend of her youth. In this happy 
ending the reader cannot but feel that God 
was standing in the shadow keeping watch 
over His own, 
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COMMENTARY ON BOOK 
REVELATION 


By Dr. W. Godbey Ablest Greek, Hebrew and 


Latin Scholar of his day. Most complete and 
best commentary on’ Mystericus Book in this 
World. 325 pages, cloth $2.00 This 


month $1.00. 


PROTESTANT BOOK HOUSE 
Station B. Box 175 Toledo, Ohio 
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MISSIONARY STATESMANSHIP ; 


We 


(Paul Rader’s Tour) x 
By, Gerald B. Winrod + 


An Ideal 

For many years, prominent missionary 
leaders have felt that the Christianized na- 
tive, poorly trained, is best qualified to 
evangelize his own kind with the Gospel. 
This has long been the ideal, the fond hope, 
of many constructive missionary leaders. 
They have looked forward to the golden 
age, in the progress of missions, when the 
converted natives themselves would be made 
to stand on their own feet, and to put into 
action their own spiritual resources. 

There are isolated instances in the vari- 
ous dark places of the earth where this has 
been done. In not a few instances, natives 
have equipped and organized themselves and 
gone out to win their kind to Christ. It 
has long been felt that the Christianized 
Chinese is best equipped psychologically 
and temperamentally, for bringing his 
brothers to accept the 
Gospel. 

Others have cherished 
this hope and have 
treasured this ideal, 
but it has remained for 
Paul Rader to trans- 
late the vision in terms 
of flesh, and blood, and 


demonstration. Until 
words , become flesh, 
they are _ ineffective. 


Until theology is lived 
out in terms of char- 
acter, it is useless. Un- 
til ideals are translat- 
ed into deeds, they are 
as a sounding brass or 
a tinkling cymbal. 


Rader and Jaffray 


Mr. Rader has al- 
ways felt that it would 
be a great day for Chi- 
na when a_ Chinese 
Missionary Society could 
be Jaunched. Robert 
Jaffray, the great mis- 
sionary statesman, who 
has labored so effective- 
ly in South China un- 


The above picture is taken beside a river in China. 
background lead up to a great Buddhist Temple; left to right, Wilson Wang, Evan- 
gelist; Leland Wang, interpreter; and Paul Rader. 


scholar, who has been called the “Moody of 
China,” has traveled extensively with Mr. 
Rader on the present tour. He has served 
as the interpreter at most of the great pub- 
lie meetings which have been held. Mr. Ra- 
der has thrust the rea, a sel of the 
leadership of the Chinese Missionary Society 
largely upon Mr. Wang. 

In the poormapeny 86 photograph, taken 
on the banks of a river in China, there ap- 
pears with Mr. Rader, a picture of Mr. 
Wang, and his brother, Wilson Wang. 


An Unfortunate Criticism 


An unfortunate criticism, aimed presum- 
ably at Mr. Rader, appears in a recent is- 
sue of a religious magazine. The term 
“World Wide Travel Trips” is used, and the 
insinuation is that Mr, Rader is simply 
making a pleasure tour. Persons in posi- 
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together, on old China territory, belong now 
to Japan. They enjoy excellent ig. ane § 
and modernness. But the thing that struc 
me was the palaces owned and occupied by 
former generals and high ranking officers. 
Also former government officials of China. 
Their wealth has come from the tax of the 
people. If the money I saw in palaces were 
spent on public works and roads in China, 
together with the other. millions gone into 
like pockets, China would be leading the 
world. The people of China surely pay a 
high tax and get so very, very little in re- 
turn. In one typical town, I talked with 
the merchant who had cut off the front of 
his building twice this year to make the 
street wider, by government order, and had 
received no compensation. A tobacco com- 
pany was fined three thousand dollars for 
failure to put on a new tax stamp of which 
they had never heard. One’s heart just 
aches for these people so hard at work, so 
very industrious. They work like animals 
and sing while they do it. Far into the 
night, bright and early in the morning, you 
can hear the little lilt of two men as they 
trot or swagger with their heavy load — 
‘Ty-Ho Ty-Ho Ty-Ho-Ho Ty-Ho-Ho.’ One 
man carries a mule load with this little sing 
song. He has his flat pole across his shoul- 
der, a great load fastened to each end of the 
pole. The load always swings from the ends 
of the pole by rope or 











The steps to be seen in the 


chain. On he goes af- 
ter he has the load 
swinging just right to 
the rhythm of ‘Ty-Ho 
Ty-Ho Ty-Ho-Ho.’ 
“A week of meetings 
was arranged for 
Tsingtao (pronounced 
Singdow). It is the 
coming Atlantic City 
for China. It was the 
pride of German con- 
struction and govern- 
ment, clean and neat. 
A thing of rare beauty 
set on hills surrounded 
by mountains that run 
straight down to the 
sand-lined sea, Every 
roof is of red tile, 
peeping out to sea 
through the branches 
of selected trees that 
line the broad paved 


avenues. Stone, stone, 
in house and_ street 
and hill. Great stone 


government buildings, 
banks, business blocks, 
bungalows, palaces and 
churches. h, what a 





der the direction,of the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance for more 
than thirty years, has always held the same 
view. Mr. Jaffray and Mr. Rader have long 
been bosom friends. Mr. Jaffray says he 
has been praying for eight years that the 
way might be opened for Mr. Rader to come 
to China. His prayers were answered 
three months ago. 


A Master Stroke 


As a result of Mr. Rader’s great ministry 
in China, the Chimese Missionary Society, 
which is headed and directed by competent 
Christianized Chinese leaders, is a fact. 
When the news of this stupendous under- 
taking reaches religious circles in general, 
it will be looked upon as a master stroke in 
missionary statesmanship. 

We are informed that more than two 
hundred Chinese Christians have volun- 
teered to become missionaries to their kind 
under the direction of the Chinese Mission- 
ary Society. Mr. Rader reports that some 
of the finest, most cultured, and best edu- 
cated Christian people he has ever met, any- 
where, are to be found in this group of two 
hundred volunteers. 

Rev. Leland Wang, the noted Chinese 


tion to know the heart-passion of Paul Ra- 
der, and the great risk of health and per- 
sonal sacrifice made on his own part in con- 
nection with the present tour, will pay no 
attention to this innuendo. 


A Message from Mr. Rader 


Below, the following quotations from a 
communication received recently from Mr. 
Rader, written while in Manchuria, the war- 
torn area, on the border where Russia and 
China join. During the last few months 
there have been many newspaper reports, 
regarding the warfare and the bitterness 
existing between the Chinese and Russian 
Governments in those regions. Mr, Rader 
was greatly blessed of God at the time of 
his speaking tour through that section. He 
writes: 

“One pitiful outstanding lack I see in 
China is any government purely for the sake 
and. benefit of the governed, such as has so 
wonderfully lifted the masses in the for- 
ward looking nations of earth. Take, for 
instance, in the city of Dairen near to Port 
Arthur. Here is the great Russian city and 
terminal of the Manchurian Russian Rail- 
road. This and the city of Port Arthur close 


gorgeous sight painted, 
on the hills as the steamer plows into 
harbor, from the bay on its way from 
Shanghai north to Dairen. Along the mod- 
ern dock stands the waving crowd to wel- 
come friends. We are due to speak at the 
Southern Baptist big stone church. 

“From here we went by auto to a nearby 
Chinese town because a young man of this 
city came to us in pathetic appeal. ‘My 
people do not know the way of life. Oh, 
come, save life.’ We came, praise God! The 
young fellow had roused his village. A 
president could have had no heartier wel- 
come. The crowd was there and eleven 
souls found the Savior. You never saw a 
happier crowd. The Chinese make no noise 
to indicate their great joy. You must see 
it in their faces. The young man almost 
danced. We got back to Dairen in time to 
go to the Danish Lutheran Mission. This 
Lutheran work is on fire for God and evan- 
gelistic to the core. The committee from 
down-town used the auditorium for the 
night meeting. There was not room enough 
for the crowd that came, and remember 
they had not had twenty-four hours know; 
ledge that there could be any meetings. 
Thirty souls were born again at this service, 

Turn to page 14.) 
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A Sermon 
By, Rev. Gerald B. Winrod C 


Wiseacres 


When a preacher announces that he be- 
lieves in the ministry of healing, or when it 
becomes known that he prays for the sick 
according to James 5:14, there are invar- 
iably a number of “Wiseacres” and “Doubt- 
ing Thomases” who hasten to inform him of 
three things. 

They remind him first that Jacob’s thigh 
was thrown out of place and, that after his 
name was changed from “Jacob” to “Israel” 
he spent the rest of his life limping. 

In the second place, they remind him that 
Job had boils and that he was a great suf- 
ferer. They usually forget to speak of the 
fact that Job was finally healed and came 
out into a glorious experience with God. 
Job’s suffering, rather than his victory, is 
usually emphasized. A companion message 
to this one on “Paul’s Thorn,” entitled 
“Job’s Boils” appears in the November is- 
sue of the World Wide Christian Courier 
Magazine, published at 825 Barry Avenue, 
Chicago ,subscription price $2.00 the year.) 

Then, in the third place, the “Wiseacres” 
invariably remind the man of faith of Paul’s 
thorn in the flesh, and they call attention to 
II Corinthians 12:7-10. 


“And lest I should be exalted above measure 
through the abundance of the revelations, there 
was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messen- 
ger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalt 
ed above measure. 

Fo this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it 
might depart from me. 

And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for 
thee: for my strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory 
in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. 

Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in re- 
proaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in dis- 
tresses for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, 
then am I strong.” 


Paul and the Sanhedrin 


That we may make a careful analysis of 
the present subject, let us be reminded of 
some of the personal characteristics of this 
unusual man Paul. 


Paul was a man of great learning and 
noble birth. Pure Jewish blood tingled in 
his veins. He was also a Roman. It will 
be recalled that one day, after he had been 
arrested for holding a street meeting, that 
the news seeped through to the authorities 
that he was a Roman. The officials in the 
community were glad to release him at once 
because of the prestige and power which the 
very name “Rome” carried at that time. 

There is considerable evidence to the ef- 
fect that before his conversion.on the Da- 
mascus road Paul may have been a member 
of the Jewish Sanhedrin. The Sanhedrin 
was the highest legal and religious body of 
the Jews. It was their Supreme Court of 
Justice. Many scholars believe that the col- 
lege of seventy elders, organized by Moses, 
was the organization out of which the San- 
hedrin came originally. If this be true, this 
— legal body began while the children of 
srael were wandering in the wilderness. 
The Sanhedrin went out of existence in the 
year 425 A. D. 

The Sanhedrin was a very aristocratic 
body and the hereditary high priest was its 
guide and official. Josephus tells us that 
Herod the Great inaugurated his reign by 
ordering the whole Sanhedrin to be put to 
death and evidently formed another San- 
— the members of which he chose him- 
self. 

The Sanhedrin was composed of seventy 
lawyers, scribes, priests and elders. The 
high priest held the office of president and 
thus made the total membership seventy- 
one. The tribunal met on Mondays and 
Thursdays and always sat in a semi-circle 
so that every member could see every other 
member. All other courts were inferior to 
this exalted body in the eyes of the Jews. 

In front of the semi-circle stood the two 
clerks of the court, the one on the right 
hand, the other on the left, whose duty it 
was to record the votes of those who were 
in favor of acquital on one hand and of 
those who were in favor of condemnation on 


the other. A prisoner, when coming before 
the Sanhedrin, was required to appear in a 
humble attitude, dressed in mourning. 

Jesus was tried by the Sanhedrin for blas- 
phemy. Peter and John were tried on the 
charge of being false prophets. Stephen 
stood trial before the Sanhedrin and was 
convicted on the charge of blasphemy, after 
which he was condemned to death. 

The scriptural record tells us that when 
Paul started for Damascus to persecute the 
Christians that he had letters, or creden- 
tials, from Jews high in authority. It is no 
doubt a legitimate assumption that Paul 
was sent by the Sanhedrin to persecute the 
Christians, and if this be true, in all prob- 
ability he was a member of that legal y. 

If he was a member of this great court 
of law-makers, you can see at once where 
he stood in the estimation of the people. He 
was honored and respected by everybody. 
He had wealth, fame and social standing. 


Paul, The Scholar 


Contemplate also his educational advan- 
tages. He was a student of one of the most 
celebrated educators of history. He sat at 
the feet of Gamaliel. Gamaliel was a grand- 
son of Hillel, the great educator of ancient 
Israel. Every student of Jewish history 
knows what a learned man Hillel was. Ga- 
maliel was taught by Hillel, and Paul was 
taught by Gamaliel. Not a few Jewish 
scholars look upon Gamaliel as the greatest 
lawyer that the Jews ever produced. 

Considering these things, we recognize at 
once that Paul possessed a knowledge of 
both Jewish and Roman law. His training 
had made him a master legal mind. 

When Paul stood before Felix and de- 
manded a change of venue he knew what he 
was doing. When he appeared before Fes- 
tus and King Agrippa in the Roman court, 
he felt perfectly at ease. He was right at 
home in that great legal battle. Felix had 
tried the case and Paul had appealed to a 
higher court. He was on his way to Caes- 
ar. Paul knew the legal terms of his day 
and he used them. 

There he stood that great day before the 
mighty Festus and Agrippa. He combined 
logic, law, eloquence and oratory in his 
masterful appeal. Agrippa was swept off 
his feet by Paul’s mighty blasts,of oratory, 
and he said, “Paul, almost thou persuadest 
me to be a Christian.” 


A Conquered Man 


Here is an exalted Jew, a great lawyer, a 
powerful intellect, a man of wealth, prest- 
(Turn to page 18.) 
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Adventures In China 


By, George T. B. Davis 








ommoemvemoe 4h, 


Following the World War an invitation 
came to visit Australia and spread the 
Word among the boys and girls and young 
people of Sydney and other cities, as the 
Lord might lead. I felt the call was from 
the Lord, and the invitation was accepted. 
In a marvelous manner the Lord swung 
wide the doors of the state-schools of Aus- 
tralia, so that I could go right into the 
school buildings at the hour of religious in- 
struction, and speak to hundreds of boys 
and girls and young people, giving a de- 
finite appeal for decision for Christ, and 
presenting Testaments to those who 
promised to read them. 

While we were in New Zealand, conduct- 
ing a campaign along similar lines, a call 
came from Dr. Jonathan Goforth, the con- 
secrated Canadian missionary, to come to 
China, and spread the Word among the men 
in Marshal Feng’s army. Our party con- 
sisted of my mother, Mrs. E. A. R. Davis, 
and her companion, Miss Bertha Beebe, and 
myself. Although my mother was eighty- 
seven years of age, she did not hesitate for 
a moment to undertake the journey. We 
had a blessed voyage en route to China, 
and when we reached Shanghai, the mis- 
sionaries said that my mother was probably 
the oldest foreigner who had ever gone to 
China to help in evangelizing that great 
nation. 

When we reached Peking, Marshal Feng 
sent an invitation to our party to come out 
and have luncheon with himself and Dr. 
Goforth at Nan-yuan, the headquarters of 
his army. After the luncheon a picture was 
taken. Just before it was made, Marshal 
Feng laid his hand very tenderly upon my 
mother’s arm to show his appreciation of 
her coming to China at that advanced age. 

In a marvelous manner the blessing of 
God rested upon the distribution of Testa- 
ments to the men of Marshal Feng’s army. 
In a few weeks, more than twenty thousand 
Testaments were distributed. We went 
right through the army, section by section, 
holding meetings with large and small 
units. Some times the audience numbered 
a hundred or two, sometimes a thousand or 
more. In the meetings with the men of 
this remarkable army we followed the same 
methods that had been pursued with the 
British and American soldiers during the 
World War. First, we endeavored to show 
them the rich blessing that follows the daily 
reading of the Word of God; and secondly, 
we preached Christ and Him crucified, and 
urged them to make a definite surrender 
to Him. 

Never as long as I live shall I forget 
one remarkable open-air meeting that we 
held with a battalion of nearly four thou- 
sand of Marshal Feng’s men that was un- 
der the command of General Chang Chih- 
Chang. The men were marshaled in the 
open air on the parade ground in front of 
a large mud platform about six feet high. 
We spoke through an interpreter and fol- 
lowed the usual method of telling the men 
about the Word of God, and then appealing 
for decisions for Christ. When the invi- 
tation was given, so many hundreds of 
hands were uplifted that I said to the in- 
terpreter, “I am sure there is some mistake. 
The men do not clearly understand.” 

The interpreter replied, “No, there is no 
mistake. The men understand clearly, and 
they wish here and now to receive Christ 
as their Saviour.” Following the invitation 
General Chang Chih-Chang offered a most 
fervent prayer, praying God’s blessing upon 
the men who had raised their hands, and 
that they might make glorious progress in 
the Christian life. 





At the close of the service a beautiful 
scene was witnessed. The neat Chinese 
Pocket Testaments were piled on long 
tables at the back of the platform, with 
a major standing at each table ready to 
present them to the men as they filed past. 
Company by company of men marched past 
the tables singing Gospel hymns, and each 
one received his little Testament. Then the 
men were marshaled once more in front 
of the platform, and each of those nearly 
four thousand stalwart Chinese soldiers held 
aloft his Testament open at II Timothy 
2:15. 

Following the meeting, several ef us went 
to General Chang’s headquarters, and the 
request was made that he would tell us how 
he had found Christ as his Saviour. He 
willingly consented, and we sat spellhound 
while he poured out an eloquent torrent of 
words in giving the narrative. Every little 
while the missionaries had to ask him to 
stop in order that they might give the cor- 
rect interpretation. He said: 

“It was fifteen or sixteen years ago that 
I first heard of Christianity. I did not like 
it because I had heard evil reports of mis- 
sionaries scooping out the eyes of the Chi- 
nese. I was then a lieutenant in the im- 
perial, not General Feng’s, army. I was ill, 
but would not go to the mission hospital 
lest I should be injured by the Christian 
religion. 

“For several years I remained in .the 
army, but I was gradually getting sick of 
the evils—opium using, wine drinking, 
gambling, and immorality—that were pract- 
iced by both officers and privates. At this 
time, I was stationed in the same city 
where General Feng’s troops were quar- 
tered. I saw that these evils were not car- 
ried on among his men, and such an army 
appealed strongly to me, and made me long 
to enlist in its ranks. 

“T knew General Feng, and he too was 
eager that I should join his army. He 
asked me to go with him to the Y. M. C. A., 
and to churches, and introduced me to pas- 
tors and others. I enjoyed their company, 
and soon saw that the evil reports of 
Christianity that I had heard were untrue. 
General Feng also gave me a Bible and 
asked me to read it. Soon after, he asked 
my commanding officer to release me. He 
consented, and I became General Feng’s 
staff officer. 

“At this time President Yuan Shi Kai 
wanted to become Emperor of China. Gen- 
eral Feng was so eager to go and fight 
Yuan Shi Kai that he cried until his head 
ached. But he was not strong enough to 
make the attempt, as he only had one 
thousand men. The attitude of General 
Feng and of the Christians throughout 
China impressed me greatly. They were 
patriotic. They loved their country, and 
were willing to sacrifice for it. I realized 
that the only real patriotism in China was 
among the Christians. 

“Later, while traveling for General Feng, 
I met a Christian general, Wu Ching Piao, 
and was entertained in his home. I saw 
the life of a Christian home: his Bible 
study and family worship, the schools he 
had started, and the orphans he had adopted 
and treated as hi$ own children. Although 
a general, he was entirely different from 
the officials of the old style. He was as 
humble as a child. Previously; here I saw 
the beautiful fruitage it produces in one’s 
personal and home life. 

“About this time my heart was very 
covetous. I had a strange experience—a 
vision, like Peter’s. I had a dream, and 
in my dream I entered a room with an old 
hat on my head. I threw my hat on a table 
with a lot of other hats, new and old. Théy 
were all mixed up. When I started to leave. 
instead of taking my old dirty one, I picked 
out a nice new one. No sooner had 
I taken it than it changed in my hand to 
an old dirty one, worse than my own. I 
woke up and began to cry ani to pray. I 


realized the covetous condition of my soul. 


“I went to the Presbyterian church and 
told the missionary, Rev. William C. Chap- 
man, that I wanted to become a Christian. 
He explained the way of salvation to me, 
and later I was baptized with thirty officers 
and two soldiers. Such a thing in those 
days was so remarkable that it stirred the 
whole of China. 

“From the day of my baptism I had a 
tremendous desire to read the Bible. I car- 
ried a Bible about with me, and would read 
it whenever I could get a little spare time. 
I spent at least one-fifth of my time read- 
ing it. Later my desire for it increased so 
much that I spent a third of my time read- 
ing it. As I read about David and Goliath, 
I was greatly impressed with the fact that 
it was not David’s strength that killed 
Goliath, but it was God working through 
him as a channel. In 1 Samuel 17:45-47 
David said: ‘Thou comest to me with a 
sword and with a spear, and with a shield: 
but I come to thee in the name of the Lord 
of hosts.’ 

“In other passages of the Old Testament 
also, in the stories of Moses, and Gideon, 
and Elisha, I saw that man’s strength really 
amounts to nothing, but it is God that gives 
the victory. I was greatly impressed also 
with Proverbs 21:30 and 31, and realized 
clearly that safety in war and the winning 
of battles is not man’s doing, but is of God. 
The story of Daniel was also a great bles- 
sing to me. 

“One of the passages in the Old Testa- 
ment that made the deepest impression up- 
on me was the 33d chapter of Ezekiel. It 
stirred my soul to read that when we hear 
the trumpet of the Gospel ourselves, and 
do not warn others of their danger, that 
their blood will be on our hands. So wheth- 
er they would heed the message or not, I 
felt I must preach the Gospel to them, so 
that I might be free from the guilt of their 
blood. By this time I came to the conclu- 
sion that it was just as necessary to study 
the Old Testament as the New; for the New 
Testament was simply the fulfillment of 
the Old.” 

General Chang Chih-Chang was so im- 
pressed with the distribution of the Testa- 
ments among the men in Marshal Feng’s 
army that later he purchased thousands of 
Testaments and Bibles to give to civilians 
as well as to soldiers, to build them up in 
the faith, and to lead them to a saving 
knowledge of the Lord. It is a pleasure 
to say that throughout the recent upheaval 
in China, General Chang Chih-Chang never 
faltered for one moment in his allegiance 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. Whether in com- 
mand of soldiers, or as a member of the 
Central Committee of the Chinese Govern- 
ment, he was constantly witnessing for 
Christ to all with whom he came into con- 
tact. 

Following the campaign in Marshal 
Feng’s army I saw other soldiers in China 
who were so utterly inferior to Marshal 
Feng’s men physically, mentally, morally, 
and spiritually, that my heart bled for 
them. I thought, “Would it not be a great 
thing to give 100,000 Testaments to the 
100,000 of the million soldiers in China that 
can read.” I spoke to a missionary friend 
about it, and he said, “Yes, that would be 
splendid. But what about the merchants, 
the farmers, the prisoners, the policemen, 
and all the various classes of China? Don’t 
they need the Word of God?” I agreed 
that they did, and little by little the Lord 
guided and led in a miraculous manner to 
the inauguration of the Million Testaments 
Campaign for China. 

The distribution of the Testaments took 
place at probably the most critical hour of 
China’s history during the last one hundred - 
years. When most of the missionaries had 
been compelled to leave their stations, and 
when great numbers of the churches were 
desecrated or closed, the distribution of the 
Testaments went steadily forward. 

It was a modern version of the persecu- 

Turn to page 19.) 
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How Is Geology Related To Genesis? 


By Professor George McCready Price 
Berrien Springs, Michigan 
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Not alone through the Bible does the 
great God of the universe make Himself 
known to the Creatures He has made. He 
often speaks directly to the heart of the in- 
dividual by His Spirit, approving or disap- 
proving what has been done, or pointing 
out truth or duty for the future. He speaks 
to us also through His providences; for how 
often are we impressed that God loves us 
and cares for us, when some great joy or 
even some sore trial comes to us, the Spir- 
it sealing the message of this providence 
to our individual hearts, as if this cireum- 
stance had been planned expressly to con- 
vey a particular mesage to our souls. Well 
is it for us when our ears are attuned to 
hear these messages coming directly from 
our Father Who cares for us. 

Even more universally does God endeavor 
to speak to the children of men through 
the things of Nature. Of Christ it is said: 
“That was the true light which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world.” The 
great book of nature is open to every one 
to read; and blessed is he who does not mis- 
read the message written in flower, in the 
sunbeam, in the rocks beneath our feet, and 
in the stars above our heads. It is one of 
the crimes of the present methods of teach- 
ing natural science that the professed expo- 
nents of this subject refuse to correlate na- 
ture study with Divine Revelation, saying 
in effect that these two messages from our 
Father in Heaven do not agree with each 
other. Personally I hold that there is no 
more crying need among evangelical Chris- 
tians today than for them to make an ear- 
nest effort to understand correctly the great 
truths of natural science, for I believe that 
the book of nature is second only to the 
Bible in making known to us the will of our 
Creator. 

The Bible is greatly misunderstood. Na- 
ture also is greatly misunderstood. What, 
then, must be the confusion regarding the 
relationship between these two great revel- 
ations which the God of Heaven has given 
to mankind for their instruction? Evident- 
ly the possibilities for misunderstanding 
the relationship between nature and the 
Bible are enormous. 

But in our day the great majority of the 
people of the world in all civilized countries 
know a great deal more (or think they do) 
about nature than they know about the 
Bible. The Bible has become unfamiliar to 
the common people even here in this so- 
called Protestant country. But nature, as 
commonly interpreted by science teachers 
and the current periodicals, is far better 
known here in America than in any other 
land, and is also far better known than the 
Bible and its teachings. It is not only bet- 
ter known than the Bible, but the supposed 
teachings of nature are trusted confidingly 
and unquestioningly as the Bible was once 
trusted by evangelical Protestants in the 
days of high reilgious enthusiasm during 
the Reformation period. Accordingly it is 
all-important for Christian people here in 
America to get correct ideas regarding the 
lessons which we may learn from God’s 
great book of the natural world: For if 1 
can forecast the outlook before the Chris- 
tian people of this country, the impending 
conflict before the Church is almost. sure to 
be along these very lines, namely, the right 
interpretation of the message to be read 
from nature, and thé proper method of cor- 
relating the teachings of nature with the 
teachings of the Bible. I know that this 
may seem like a very strange idea to many 





of my readers, many of whom have no doubt 
thought that the Bible is about the only 
means by which men are to learn about God 
and our relationship to Him. Buti I am 
afraid that such people may some day suf- 
fer a rude awakening, when they find them- 
selves so out of touch with the great issues 
of the day that they can be of little service 
in directing inquiring minds of the people 
to the right means of meeting the supreme 
issues confronting their lives. I do not 
mean that the Bible will ever cease to be 
the supreme test of doctrine and of con- 
duct; but if the questions confronting us 
turn around the relationship between the 
Bible and the book of nature, of what serv- 
ice can we be to people around us if we do 
not have correct ideas about this relation- 
ship? 

For more than one generation the Pro- 
testant world has been in the turmoil of the 
discussion about the problem of origins, — 
the origin of man, the origin of the plants 
and animals, the origin of the world itself. 
Naturally enough on our attitude toward 
this problem will depend very largely our 
views about the nature of God and about 
His relationship to us and to the rest of 
His creation. How important then that we 
find out the very best possible method of 
“harmonizing” the messages which we read 
from the Bible and from the book of nature. 

I know that this attempt to “harmonize” 
Genesis with science regarding this matter 
of origins has grown very distasteful to 
many good people, largely because of the 
many conflicting and confusing methods of 
correlating the two records which have been 
adapted. But there must be a satisfactory 
method of equating these two records; for 
they both have the same Author. And if 
the supreme conflict before the Church is 
likely to be over some of these very ques- 
tions, with Antichrist performing his scien- 
tific wonders before our very eyes to con- 
firm his false teachings, it surely behooves 
us to study these questions for our very 
lives. 

Let us try to imagine a visitor from an- 
other planet, perhaps Mars, coming to us 


here and trying to take up the study of 
this problem with an unbiased mind. After 
making himself familiar with the elementa- 
ry facts of physics and chemistry, of botany 
and zoology, he enlarges his studies so as 
to include the rocks. He finds relies of 
deep-sea animals now high and dry, Bp a 
two miles or more above sea level. At some 
such place as the Bristol Channel in Eng- 
land, he may find land plants in thick coal 
seams buried a mile below sea level. He 
finds other deep-sea limestones underneath 
such cities as Chicago and St. Louis. With 
a little further investigation he finds that 
similar conditions prevail all over the world. 
And he comes to us with the eager question: 


“When did all this take place?” 

“There rolls the deep where grew the tree. 
Oh earth, what changes hast thou seen! 
There where the long street roars, hath been 
The stillness of the central sea.” 


We have to inform him that Protestant 
Christians are not agreed about this matter, 
that they have three distinctly different 
methods of accounting for these things and 
of correlating these earth-records with the 
Bible. These three methods of accounting 
for these earth-changes manifestly embrace 
every possibility in the case; for one meth- 
od says that these earth-changes took place 
before the Creation mentioned in Genesis, 
another says that they took place during 
Creation, while the third says that they took 
place after Creation. Evidently there is no 
other method left. 

But our anxious visitor from another 
world wants to know what is the real truth 
in the matter. And so we have to set be- 
fore him these three contrasted views. 

1. There is the restitution or interval 
theory, which says that there seems to be 
a break or interval represented in Genesis 
1:2. According to this view, the earth was 
created many millions of years ago; but 
after animals and plants had lived on it for 
an immense period of time, something hap- 
pened which left it in a semi-chaotie condi- 
tion, from which a new beginning or “res- 
titution” was made, as recorded in the rest 
of the first chapter of Genesis. 

Our visitor from another planet would be 
very likely to ask what Scripture justifica- 
tion we have for such an idea, and we have 
to tell him that it all come sfrom a mean- 
ing which some claim they can read in the 
wording of the second verse of the chapter, 
“And the earth was without form and 
void,” as the authorized version expresses 
it, or “The earth was empty and unfur- 

(Turn to page 16.) 











M=Longing 


By, Dr. A. P. Gouthey 


I’m tired of man-made cities 

With their soot and grime and smoke, 
I’m tired of man-made buildings, 

Of streets and noise and folk, 

I am longing for the mountains 
And for the night bird’s lonely call, 
For the fragrance of the spruces 
With the moonlight over all. 


I would tramp some trail a-winding 
Through the forests deep and still, 
Where bird notes mingle softly 

With the babble of a rill; 

I would dream in the lonely valleys 
When they’re full of hush to the brim, 
Walled in by the mighty mountains 
Where the light is always dim. 


And here amid the infinite God-like spaces 
I would wander adrift like a cloud, 

Never jostled nor harried nor maddened 
By the turbulent moiling crowd; 

I would tune my soul to the silence 

And walk mystic paths with God, ] 
Where the dreamers and seers for ages 
In peace and contentment have trod. 
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LUKE RADER 
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Four Rader boys grew up in a Methodist 
home on the Western plains. Their father 
was a Presiding Elder and came from the 
old school of Methodism. Spiritual home 
influences moulded each of their lives into 
righteous channels. Today they are all en- 
gaged in religious work. 

Paul Rader is internationally known as 
an evangelist and missionary leader. Ralph 
Rader has charge of the beautiful Lake Har- 
bor Assembly Grounds near Muskegon, 
Michigan. Lyell Rader is prominent in the 
Salvation Army. Luke Rader is the Pastor 
Evangelist of the largest church in the city 
of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

It is marvelous how God has blessed 
Luke’s efforts during the last year in that 

reat city. In one year he has built the 

iver-Lake Gospel Tabernacle, a beautiful 
stone and brick structure with a seating 
capacity of three thousand. In spite of the 





Rev. Luke Rader 


fact that the work is only in its infancy, 
he preaches to larger audiences than any 
other pastor in the city. In addition to this 
he reaches out with a great radio ministry 
over W. R. H. M. 

One of the greatest meetings ever held 
in the Twin Cities was conducted by A. P. 
Gouthey in the River-Lake Gospel Taber- 
nacle last month. The campaign continued 
four weeks. Dr. Gouthey is becoming well 
known to the Defender family. Toward the 
close of the campaign, it is estimated that 
as many as one thousand persons were tur- 
ned away some nights for want of room in 
the spacious auditorium. 

Every city on the continent should have 
a great nerve center where a constructive 
and deeply spiritual, interdenominational 
testimony is given forth. God is raising up 
such centers all over the country and Min- 
neapolis has set a wonderful example in 
sponsoring the River Lake Gospel Taber- 
nacle under the leadership of Luke Rader. 








Our Christmas Suggestion 


SEND THE DEFENDER TO FRIENDS 
Only 50c the year 
A beautiful Christmas Card will be sent to the 
recipient showing your name as the donor, if re- 
quested. 











An Interpretation And 
A Prayer. 











Rev. W. M. MacRay, Pastor First Presby- 
terian Church of Ishpeming, Michigan, has 
written an interpretation and a meditation 
on the 9ist Psalm. Let the reader open 
his Bible and read this great protection 
Psalm and then read the following inter- 
pretation and prayer by Rev. MacKay: 

“God, Most High! we thank Thee that 
when we enter into the secret of abiding 
in Thee, through faith in Christ, we become 
overshadowed by Thy comforting presence. 
When we trust in Thee Thou dost become 
our eternal refuge. 

“By Thine infinite wisdom Thou dost save 
us from the snares of our folly, and from 
those things that are as a deadly pestilence 
to our souls. Thou dost cover us with the 
pinions of Thy protection, and beneath the 
shade of Thy kindly providence we take 
ee from the storms of our tempestuous 
ife. 

“Safe-shielded by Thy love we know no 
fears by day, or by night; we are unafraid 
of the pestilence that stalketh in this 
world’s darkness, and of the destruction 
that would waste us at noon-day, the noon- 
day of our existence. 

“Hundreds, yea thousands of those close 
to us in life fall into temptation, but the 
plague shall not come nigh our dwelling 
place, in Thee; neither shall evil befall us, 
because we have made the Most High, the 
risen Christ, our habitation. With our eyes 
we behold the wicked rewarded, but, if our 
ways are wholly committed unto Thee, Thou 
wilt keep us from falling. 

“Our animal natures we can readily sub- 
due, and the serpent of sensuality we can 
trample under foot. Because ovr love-life 
is centered in Thee Thou wilt deliver us, 
and lift us up. Because we revere Thy 
name Thou dost honor us. When we cry 
unto Thee in troubie Thou dost answer us 
with Thine omnipotence; Thou dost satisfy 
us with Thy life abundantly, and show us 
Thy salvation. 





The Passion Play 


9D <m. 





An election was held a few days ago in 
Oberammergau, Germany. The _ citizens 
were not voting for a mayor, chief of police 
or sheriff. Pious and thoughtful, a Com- 
mittee representing all the citizers, to elect 
a new cast for their world-famed Passion 
Play in which the entire village takes part. 

The Oberammergau Passion Play was 
first enacted in 1634 in gratitude for the 
victory over the plague, the “Black Death”. 
The play was to be given every ten years. 
In 1674 the date was changed to fall on 
decimal years. The World War postponed 
the 1920 production until 1922. Anton 
Lang, who has played the part of Christus 
three times during the past thirty years, 
was succeeded by his cousin, Alois Lang, 
who was chosen from three candidates. This 
part of the play is exhausting and taxes 
human vitality to the utmost. Anton is 
too old. The new Christus is now 38 and 
was an understudy to Anton Lang in the 
last performance, 1922. 

Like his revered cousin, Alois Lang looks 
the part of the Christ. He is a gentle car- 
ver of wooden Christs and has been letting 
his hair and beard grow for years to be 
prepared for his great opportunity. 

Hansi Preisinger, the daughter of the 
Post Master of Oberammergau, was a candi- 
date for the part in the play, the Virgin 
Mary. Custom demands that the person 








playing the pe of the Virgin Mary must 
unmarried. Hansi, an able actress, was 
not elected to this important position be- 
cause she is engaged and will soon be mar- 
ried to the engineer of the local power 

lant. She was awarded, however, a less 
important position in the play. 

The theater has been enlarged to seat 
six thousand persons. Tourists may come 
now by air plane if they like. The at 
amphitheater will be ready for the solemn 
scenes in May. 





‘ CAN A BOBBED HAIRED WOMAN GO TO 
HEAVEN? 


What does the Bible say about bobbed hair and 
short skirts? What about breeches for women? 
Read intensely interesting book entitled, “WHAT 
IS THE MATTER WITH THE CHURCH TO- 
DAY?” Price 265c¢. 
THE WATCHMAN PUBLISHING CO., 
Tyler, Texas 
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A hymna! program in 
ee old favorites at sundown, 
curfew at night—the sweet, ling- 
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Press a button and the Chimes begin to 
dial of a clock today and tomorrow at 
rogram of Chimes music fills the air! 
Shureh—the Memoria! 
Price, $4875 and up. details on request. 


J. C. DEAGAN, Inc., 209 Deagan Building, Chicage 
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| What Is An 
Alliance 
Annuity Agreement? 


An Alliance Annuity Agreement 
is a legal contract entered into by 
the Christian and Missionary Al- 
liance, an incorporated body, and the 
Christian investor, who is called the 
Annuitant. 

In consideration of the sum or 
sums given, the Christian and Mis- 
sionary Alliance agrees to pay to 
the Annuitant regularly, as long as 
he lives, a specific amount, based on 
the age of the Annuitant. 

The Christian thus makes a safe 
investment of his funds, assures 
himself of a liberal income for life, 
and at the same time makes a sub- 
stantial contribution to the great 
task of taking the Gospel to the 
neglected, pioneer fields of earth. 

Write for descriptive circular and 
full information to 


THE CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY 
ALLIANCE 





£ 


260 West 44th Street | New York, N. Y. 
83 3 


ZION’S BANK eae nes 
is now printed in the “‘ Whosoever Herald" a 4-pg paper 


6x9%., on the Bible. Original Lighthouse. 5c each. 
$1.50 a 100. 26 verses with Scripture text under verse. 
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Specimen verses below: 2 
I have a never failing bank, Should all the banks in Europe 
My more than golden store, The bank of Englandsmash [break 
No earthly bank is half so rich, Bring your checks to Zion’sBank 


How then canI be poor? You're sure to get them cashed. 
A. W. FAIRBANKS, Publisher, 825 Polk St., CHICAGO. ILL, 
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Simpson and Rader 

“It seems wonderful to me that God 
should have brought Paul Rader into the 
ranks of the Christian and Missionary Alli- 
ance at this particular time for the purpose 
of taking over my work.” In substance 
these were the words of Dr. A. B. Simp- 
son, the founder of the Christian and Mis- 
sionary Alliance, addressed to a layman in 
the East, a short time before his death, 
while riding on a train between Old Orchard, 
Maine, and Roston, Massachusetts. It is 
common knowledge that Dr. Simpson made 
other similar statements a short time before 
his death. 

When Dr. Simpson died, it was the con- 
census of opinion that his mantle had fallen 
upon Paul Rader. Knowing that God 
anoints men for leadership, and not commit- 
tees, and machinery, it was the universal 
feeling among the ministers and mission- 
aries of the organization which Dr. Simp- 
son had founded, that the God-chosen leader 
to carry the torch was the pastor of Moody 
Churech—Paul Rader. 

With a feeling of spiritual liberty and 
the ‘assurance in his own soul that he was 
in the center of God’s directive will, Mr. 
Rader answered the call, began’ shoulder- 
ing the burdens at once and plunged into 
the great task which was waiting for him. 
Because Mr. Rader is a natural leader of 
men, the challenge and program which he 
laid down when he took the helm, met with 
a universal response throughout the organ- 
ization. It will not be disputed that some of 
the greatest days that the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance has ever known were 
the days when it was following Mr. Rader’s 
leadership. 


The Simpson Vision 


Dr. Simpson knew the prophecies. He 
saw an apostasy coming. With his great 
prophetic vision he saw that the time had 
come for introducing an _ interdenomina- 
tional testimony, which would provide a ba- 
sis for fellowship and united effort for de- 
vout Christians, who refused to be assimila- 
ted by denominational apostasy. Foreign 
Missions was the keynote of his movement. 
His vision was to pioneer the great un- 
touched areas of the world with the gospel. 

Dr. Simpson made it very clear that he 
had no thought of starting another church 
or creating a new denomination. His vision 
was simply to give a testimony and not to 
add to denominational strife. 

Paul Rader, who was at that time pastor 
in the city of Chicago of one of the largest 
churches in the world, shared Dr. Simpson’s 
views. When Mr. Rader became President 
of the movement, he started at one building 
on the foundation which Dr. Simpson had 
laid. It is common knowledge that with the 
passing of the years he has never deviated 
one iota from the original Simpson-Rader 
vision. 

Dark Clouds 

No soorier had Mr. Rader settled down to 
his task than the clouds began to gather. 

He refused to play politics. Because Mr. 
Rader would not fight back, his ministry 
with the organization was thwarted. 


A Constructive Attitude 


One is reminded of Nehemiah who was 
building the wall around the city of Jerusa- 
lem, when his enemies dared him to come 


Paul Rader And “The Christian And 
Missionary Alliance” 


By, Gerald B. Winrod 






He did not take time to 
argue or to throw a brick at them, but went 


down and fight. 


right on building the wall. He answered, 
“T am doing great work so that I cannot 
come down.’ 

This was the attitude of Mr. Rader. He 
was engaged in a piece of constructive work 
for God and refused to allow the fighting 
spirit to enter his soul. 

During the years he has refused to com- 
promise his message by fighting personal- 
ities or answering his critics, but has gone 
on building the wall. This is the construct- 
ive spirit of a God-called man. 

This principle accounts for the fact that 
the stories which have been circulated 
against this great man have never been 
answered. Had he been small enough to 
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A. B, Simpson and Paul Rader 





engage in personalities, he would have come 
out the victor because of the cleanliness of 
his character, but, on the other hand, he 
would not have been big enough to put over 
the great things which he has been able to 
accomplish. About six years have elapsed 
since_Mr. Rader resigned as president of 
the Alliance. 

It is well known that it has ever been Mr. 
Rader’s wish to help support the mission- 
aries of the Christian and Missionary Alli- 
ance whom he has always loved so dearly. 
Today the World Wide Christian Couriers, 
of which he is the founder, contribute lib- 
erally through Alliance channels for the al- 
truistic purpose of getting the gospel out, 
regardless of personal differences. 


I Am Responsible 


It is only for the fact that the cause of 
Christ is so tremendously involved with the 
misunderstandings which cluster around Mr. 
Rader’s relationship with the Alliance, that 
I am publishing this statement. Let it be 
understood that Mr. Rader has no know- 


po that this article is being published 
that he is in the Orient w it is be- 
ing written. I assume the entire respons- 
ibility for discussing this matter and it is 
my profound conviction that if he were in 
the United States at the present time, he 
would persuade me to the contrary. 


The Toledo Committee 


Shortly before the Annual Council of the 
Alliance met in Beulah Beach, Ohio, in May, 
of this year, the New. York office asked Mr. 
Rader to meet a special committee of three 
brethren, for the purpose of finding a basis 
of closer fellowship between the two move- 
ments. This broua joy to the heart of 
Mr. Rader and he g any met with the three 
brethren in Toledo. any matters were 
frankly discussed with the result that a 
good spirit dominated. 

A statement was made on the Annual 
Council floor, which was so vague that 
many felt it did not do Mr. Rader justice. 
Nor was the brief item in the Annual Re- 
port sufficient as a public statement. 

For this reason, on August 30th, I wrote 
Rev. H. M. Shuman, President of the Alli- 
ance, and concluded my letter with these 
words: “It seems to me that it might be 
well to publish a statement in the various 
religious journals that our constituency 
may have an open, honest and frank under- 
standing of the existing relationships. 
Would you think it wise to publish such a 
statement, or has there been such a state- 
ment presented to the public by the Alliance 
since the committee met Mr. Rader?” 


An Exchange of Letters 


Several letters have been exchanged be- 
tween Mr. Shuman and myself during the 
last three months and I have had several 
conversations with men vrominent in the 
Alliance. While I do not feel at liberty to 
publish our correspondence, it is truthful to 
say that Mr. Shuman and the brethren with 
whom I have talked, have expressed them- 
selves in the most friendly terms regarding 
Mr. Rader. 

These communications have all breathed 
a deep spirit of love for Mr. Rader, and he 
has been mentioned as “a God-anointed 
leader” and as a man with “a big heart of 
love and grace.” egg apron oy as these 
statements have been, it cannot be disputed 
that the germs which have destroyed confi- 
dence in Mr. Rader in times past have not 
been completely isolated and destroyed. 

As I write, I have before me a letter from 
one of the most prominent men in the en- 
tire Alliance, wherein he says: “Really, my 
dear Brother Winrod, I don’t know what to 
say. I frankly confess that I am non- 
plussed by the actions of the brethren (in 
the Alliance). On the one hand they offici- 
ally declare that there is NOT A THING 
THAT HINDERS THE FULLEST CO- 
OPERATION AND FELLOWSHIP WITH 
MR. RADER and yet in their attitude and 
disposition, the old strife and bitterness is 
continued, and they who act in accordance 
with the official action are looked upon with 
disfavor.” 


Good Indications 


Mr. Rader has been put to the most se- 
vere tests conceivable and that he has made 
good, and has gone through with God, will 
not be disputed. There has, of course, been 
a feeling in certain quarters of the Alliance 
that Mr. Rader was simply watching for 
an opportunity to regain his position of 
leadership. This fear has been without 
justification, for no sooner had Mr. Rader 
left the Alliance, than great avenues of 
service began to open before him in a new 
way. Today his missionary interests which 
reach into so many lands, with the at 
hub of his work in Chicago, is an evidence 
that the blessing of God is attending his 
efforts. He has said, without mental reser- 

(Turn to page 19.) 





10 


THE DEFENDER 











How The Finances Of “The Defenders” Are Handled 











Because there are thousands of readers of 
this magazine who have a heart interest in 
the great interdenominational and nation< 
wide testimony of The Defenders of the 
Christian Faith, it has been the policy of 
the organization to deal in an open, honest 
and frank manner, with our readers, re- 
garding the matter of finances. . 

A Financial Statement of the Convention 
program for this year is being published 
below. Multitudes of friends have followed 
the speakers with their prayers from city to 
city. It is well known that the organization 
is seeking to defend the Faith against 
blighting heresies and atheistic philosoph- 
ies, in a sane and constructive manner. The 
program has been prayed down instead of 
being worked up. Unless such an under- 
taking is energized by prayer and domina- 
ted with a big spiritual message, it will de- 
generate into narrow-minded bigotry. To 
avoid getting into a dangerous rut, The De- 
fenders have sought to cultivate a magna- 
nimous spirit. For these reasons, supreme 
emphasis has been put on the importance of 
prayer. The prayer warriors of the Defend- 
er Family are responsible, in no small meas- 
ure, for the victories won thus far. 

Other organizations, which are in exist- 
ence to accomplish some of the things which 
the Defender Movement is seeking to do, 
usually put on one meeting a year in some 
strategic city; but during the year 1929 
The Defenders are sponsoring fourteen 
great conventions. This is an average of 
more than one a month. A financial report 
of eleven of these gatherings is published 
below. 

It will be observed that these eleven con- 
ventions have cost $19,206.21. The collec- 
tions taken at the meetings amount to 
$18,746.29. This leaves a small deficit of 
$459.92. This loss has been more than cov- 
ered, however, from contributions sent in by 
mail from friends over the country. 

At this writing there are vet two more 
conventions scheduled for 1929; one in 
Crawfordsville, Indiana (November 24—De- 
cember 1), and the other in Sterling, Kan- 
sas, (December 1 to 8). No doubt the offer- 
ings received at these two gatherings will 
show a surplus great enough to absorb the 
needed $459.92. 

It will be observed from this that The De- 
fenders are in fairly good financial condi- 
tion. God has plenty. It is only for us to 
find His will. At the present writing there 


is a surplus on deposit in the bank. How- 
ever, let it be remembered that there are 
regular outside obligations to be met in con- 
nection with the promotion of the work, which 
comes in addition to the expense of the con- 
vention program. The work could not con- 
tinue if these incidentals were not taken 
care of by contributors who send in their 
offerings through the mail. 

The finances of the Movement are handled 
in a legal manner through a Kansas cor- 
poration which is presided over by a Board 
of Trustees known as the “Christian De- 
fense Movement Incorporated.” The legal 
arrangement of this corporation is air-tight. 
Every contributor is thus protected and as- 
sured that all moneys sent in will be used 
for exactly the purpose designated. 

No official connected with the Movement 
receives_or has ever received, a salary. At 
the conventions, of course, every speaker is 
remunerated for his time and services. 

Mr. Howard Snyder, of McPherson, Kan- 
sas, a well-known Methodist layman, is the 
Treasurer of The Defenders, All funds are 
handled through a bank in his city. The 
records are presided over by a hired book- 
keeper in McPherson. At the conventions 
no money passes through Mr. Winrod’s 
hands. All collections are counted by two 
persons and sent daily to McPherson for de- 
posit in the Bank. In turn, all bills for con- 
ventions are paid out of the funds from Mc- 
Pherson. 

By this means the finances of The De- 
fenders of the Christian Faith are kept en- 
tirely separate from The Deferder Maga- 
zine. The Magazine is not the property of 
the organization and is, therefore, not un- 
der the control of the Board of Trustees. 
The Magazine is not self-supporting finan- 
cially. During the five years of its exist- 
ence, the editor has been obliged to contrib- 
ute a few thousand dollars of his own money 
to keep it going. 

Because the financial arrangement of this 
part of the Lord’s work is open at all times 
to public gaze, this statement is published 
that friends everywhere may have an exact 
understanding of the work which they are 
supporting. Many have been delighted with 
an opportunity to invest their prayers and 
financial gifts in The Defenders Movement. 
When persons contribute to work of: this 
kind, they are not really performing an act 
of charity, but they are making an invest- 
a which assures them of eternal divi- 
dends. 




















FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


(CONVENTION PROGRAM) 











(NOTE: 


CITY EXPENSES COLLECTIONS DEFICIT SURPLUS 
Indianapolis $2,945.72 $2,512.47 $433.25 
Allentown ... 1,849.82 2,178.97 $329.15 
East Liverpo 1,391.88 1,418.05 26.17 
Waukegan .. 1,261.59 1,288.99 27.40 
ARIF SS 2,116.54 2,118.78 2.24 
Houst 919.55 890.59 28.96 
Peoria 2,025.40 2,240.81 215.41 
Milwaukee 1,425.20 1,475.52 50.32 
Oklahoma City 2,147.70 2,147.70 
1,876.54 1,880.65 4.11 
0 0 0 0 
1,246.27 593.76 652.51 
Totals $19,206.21 $18,746.29 $1,114.72 $654.80 


It will be observed that these eleven great conventions, taken as a whole, have paid 
for themselves from collections received at the meetings. with the exception of $459.92.) 


SUMMARY 


$19,206.21 





Total Expense 
Total Offerings 


18,746.29 





Amount Short 


$459.92 \ 








DR. CONRAD’S NEW BOOK 

“The Secret of the Life Sublime” is the title of 
Dr. Conrad’s latest book, which is just off the 
press. It deals with the spiritual side of life and 
living, and is full of suggestions to those who are 
plodding along the dusty uphill road to noble 
character. It is eloquent, inspirational and de- 
votional. 

Some of the chapter titles are ‘“‘Love,”’ ‘‘Peace,”’ 
“Long-suffering” etc. As a matter of fact, there 
is a chapter devoted to practically every one of 
the Christian graces. 

The book is published by the F. H. Revell Com- 
pany, but may be secured from: 


THE DEFENDER PUBLISHERS 


Wichita, Kansas 
(Price $1.50) 














A New Book 
A 


CHINESE LANTERN 
By PAUL RADER 


Mr. Rader has written this wonder- 
ful little book while in China.and is 
entitled, “A Chinese Lantern.” 

The book contains a fresh, new, ten- 
der message from China. Its messa- 
ges are for this day and age and are 
lighted up by Mr. Rader’s vivid per- 
sonality. 

This book is exquisitely bound in a 
rich novelty Chinese silk cover and 
comes in a paper box. It presents one 
of Mr. Rader’s greatest efforts in 
writing. It is an ideal gift book. One 
that will be cherished. 


Imported Direct from China 
Price $1.00 


DEFENDER PUBLISHERS 
Wichita, Kansas 
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GOD IN THE HANDS OF MAN 


Or the Power of Prayer in Relation to Revivals 


MAN IN THE HANDS OF GOD 
Or the Power of Individual Effort in Relation to 
Personal Work, Visitation, Evangelism, Etc. 
By Rev. Bert Edw. Williams 
Pastor, Evangelist, Bible Teacher, President of 
Etna Mineral Springs Bible Conference 
We want every minister and Christian worker in 
the land, and every person who loves souls and 
believes in the power of prayer and personal work, 
to have these twe booklets which contain two 
great messages that have been signally blessed in 
the ministry of the author. Secure them as you 
go into your winter’s work. They will help you. 
They are thrilling, inspiring, convincing and 
practical. Filled with sound logic and teeming 
with many gripping illustrations. Much material, 
not in messages as delivered, has been added fo¥ 
publication. — Each 22 large p. p. 25c. Both 
40c, Postpaid. Stamps accepted. 


THE GOSPEL PUBLISHER 
222 Fountain Ave., Ellwood City, Pa. 




















BOOKLETS BY RADER 
Trumpets and Tables 
Rader here opens the window to show 
Also shows you 
By Paul Rader. 


Mr. 
how to receive from the Lord. 
the way to Victorious Life. 
Price, paper, 25c. ett 

Men of Vision 

Paul Rader in his own stirring way shows the 
need of men with a real vision to handle life’s 
problems. By Paul Rader. Price, paper, 25c. 

The End of Time 

This famous Radio Evangelist points out the 
characteristics of the ‘““End of Time’ — a mes- 
sage for this day and age. God has gifted Mr. 
Rader to reach men through short stories. By 
Paul Rader, Price, paper, 25c. 

Where Are the Dead? 

A 32-page booklet, tells you of life after death. 
Where are the living dead? The last enemy. 
Paradise, Hades, Hell, Heaven. Two sermons 
which are widely used are a “‘bull’s-eye hit’’ at 
Russellism and a “second chance” teaching. By 
Paul Rader. Paper, 25c. 

DEFENDER PUBLISHERS 
WICHITA, KANSAS 
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| Share Your Christmas Joy 


By Sending a Parcel of Illustrated Pocket Testaments to Your Latin-American Neighbors Who Have 
Been Deprived of the Word for More Than 300 Years 


What The World Will Do 
A WOMAN AND TWO PIGS 


Rev. J. T. Bach, who labored for twenty-one years as 
a missionary in Latin America, says, “In no country I 
have visited have I seen Christians filled more fully with 
the Holy Spirit than in Latin America.” 
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Mr. Bach tells of a woman who secured a copy of 
Luke’s gospel. She was greatly interested in it. One day 
the man with whom she was living found her in the kitch- 
en reading it. He was very angry, took it from her, threw 
it in the fire, and went out. 
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A Pottery Maker 





A Mexican Fiower Girl 


After he had gone she put her hand in the fire, snatched the gospel from the flames, and threw it in the water. She 


continued to read the burned and water-soaked gospel and was soundly saved. 
Years later Mr. Bach met her. Though she had not much of this world’s goods, she offered him two pigs to be sold; 


and the money was used to spread the Word of God. 


A REVOLUTIONIST AND A BIBLE 
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iy Mr. Bach told of a Christian man who subscribed for their Gos- 
-pel periodical. A woman in the post-office would not deliver the 
paper, but destroyed each copy as it came to the town. Later she 
got a bit careless and would tear it in pieces and throw it over the 
fence. A woman that kept a shop found the pieces, and used them 
to wrap up cakes of soap. 

Some distance from the town, out in the forest, lived a revolution- 
ist and drunkard. He went into the town, about eighteen miles, and 
bought a cake of soap at the shop. As he went home, he began 
to read the pieces of paper in which the soap was wrapped. He. was 


He went into the town and bought another cake of the same soap 
in order to get another piece of the periodical. As he went back 
through the forest, he held the paper up toward Heaven and cried 
to God to, show him the truth. He continued to buy the same soap 
until he had a box of it, and he would patch the pieces of paper 
together to get more knowledge of the truth. 

At length on one of the pieces of paper he saw an offer to send 
a Bible to anyone who would write for it. He sent for it, and was 
soundly converted; and when Mr. Bach visited that community 
there were twenty-six believers who had found the light, and had 
been baptized. 


filled with wonder and amazement at what he read. 


What Your Gift Will Do 


$2.50 will send 10 Testaments, $10.00 will send 40 Testa- 
ments, $25.00 will send 100 Testaments, $250.00 will send 
1,000 Testaments to save perishing souls. Remember that 
God’s Word will not “return void.” Our Lord said, “I 
have given them Thy Word.” Will you follow His ex- 
ample? Funds are now in hand for almost half a million 
Testaments. How many of the second half million will 
you send to “work for you” in the hearts of perishing 
souls in Latin America? 
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A psy eeorinons Pacuer 
What Better Christmas Gift Than to Give the Word to Perishing Souls? 


re - 

PETER STAM, JR., Treasurer, 
The Million Testaments Campaign, 
1505 Race Street, Phila., Pa. 

Dear Mr. Stam: 
Enclosed find....... a 

of God to our neighbors in Latin America. 
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Mr. George T. B. Davis is leaving this 
month for another visit to Latin 
* America to confer about the distri- 
&* bution of the Spanish and Portuguese 
«+ Testaments. Please pray for God’s 
af guidance and blessing and protection 
= throughout the journey. 





for giving the Word 





Prayer Cards 





Please send Me...........0-c--se00 
to enlist intercession for the work. 
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Wheels Under Roseberry 


By, Gerald B. Winrod 








Mention was made in the October number 
of The Defender that an automobilue was 
needed badly by Rev. R. S. Roseberry, of 
the Christian and Missionary Alliance, in 
connection with his work in the Ivory Coast 
(West Africa). It will be recalled that Wil- 
liam Harris, an unheard of black man, ap- 
peared suddenly on the Ivory Coast in the 
year 1918. Without the aid of a single 
white missionary, the preaching of Harris 
produced one of the greatest revivals that 
Africa has ever seen. 

The revival came like a thunder bolt out 
of aclear sky. A few hundred villages, and 
perhaps no less than 100,000 natives gave 
up their fetiches and idols and were con- 
verted. About two hundred church build- 
ings were erected in as many different Ivo- 
ry Coast towns. Ten years rolled by before 
the news of this supernatural outburst 
reached the outside world. Today the Wes- 
leyan Methodist Society alone has built up 
a membership of no less than 32,000 con- 
verted African natives. 

This offers one of the greatest challenges 
before the missionary world today. 

In cooperation with Rev. Roseberry of 
French Guinea, West Africa, $1,000.00 was 
approproiated from the 1929 Defender Mis- 
sionary Fund for the establishment of a 
mission station in the city of Man. The 
plan was originally to open the station in 
Tuba, but later Rev. Roseberry advised that 
Man was the better location. 

The station will be used to train Harris 
converts so that they can return to teach 
and preach the gospel to their own kind. 

It was suggested in the October Defender 
that friends might send in their gifts with 
which to purchase an automobile for Mr. 
Roseberry to use in the Ivory Coast. Many 
contributions of five and ten dollars were 
received. A family in Baltimore, Maryland, 
sent $200.00. The World Wide Christian 
Couriers (Paul Rader’s missionary move- 
ment) supplied the difference needed, and 
we are glad to report that by the time this 
message reaches the Defender Family, we 
will have wheels under Mr. Roseberry. 

P “Praise God from whom all blessings 
ow.” 





Price Writes Another Book 


 ocemcenndp 








A new book, under the title “A History of 
Some Scientific Blunders” has been written 
by Professor George McCready Price. It is 
being published by the Fleming H. Revell 
Company. As these words are written, the 
new book is on the press. It will be ready 
for delivery in the very near future. 

We can say in advance that we are con- 
fident the Christian people of America will 
read this book with interest and profit. Its 
title explains its contents. Professor Price 
has devoted over a quarter of a century in 
a careful study of the perplexing problems 
of natural science and we believe he has 
helped very many to a more sturdy and 
more intelligent faith in the harmony be- 
tween the two great books of our Creator— 
the book of nature and the Book of divine 
revelation. 


Write the Fleming H. Revell Company, 
158 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y., for a de- 
scriptive circular. 
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Suggestions 


THE RECIPIENT OF ONE OF THESE BEAUTIFUL 


1930 Christian Service Calendars 


7 


15 inches 


Size 10 by 





Will be reminded of the donor in a 
pleasant way each day of the year. 


Helpful Scripture Texts for 
Each Day 


Subjects of International Uniform 
Lessons with Golden Texts 


Outstanding Events in the Life of 
Christ, Printed in Red Each 
Wednesday 


Christian Endeavor Topics for 
Senior and Junior Societies 


Thirteen Fascinating Biblical 
Pictures 


Beautifully MWlustrated in Warm 
Attractive Colors 


Single Calendars, postpaid........ x 
5 Calendars, postpaid.................. 
25 Calendars, postpaid ‘ 
50 Calendars, postpaid .............. 
100 Calendars, postpaid............ 17.00 
Lower prices in larger quantities 











CHRIST WITHIN 

By, Gerald B. Winrod i 

This book has had a remarkable sale and is 
now in the third edition. Contains four 
chapters; Christ Within, Modernism, Evolu- 
tion, Jonah and the Whale. Scriptural, In- 
spirational, Faith confirming. This volume 
will bless all who read. 140 pages. 
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GOD’S BLESSED MAN 

Seventeen of the greatest sermons Mr. Ra- 
der ever preached are published in this book. 
Countless multitudes have been blessed by 
them. Here is a book that every true Chris- 
tian will feast upon. Rich in spiritual food, 
evangelistic zeal and divine fire. Cloth. 195 
pages iene $1.50 








JESUS —-* AT THE ame erpaaamcaad 
y A. Z. Conra 
An excellent book indeed, with a clear un- 
derstanding of the great issue which now con- 
fronts the Church. A trenchant, outspoken 
defense of the fully inspired Gospel. Cloth. 
148 pages. Special price $1.00 








IN THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE 
By Sydney D. Watson 
One of the most startling books in the an- 
nals of Christian literature—just the book to 
interest, to solemnize and awaken careless, ill- 
taught, professing Christians to a_ realization 
of the fact that the coming of the Lord draw- 
eth nigh. Although written in fictional form, 
the book cleaves close to Scripture. Cloth..$1.75 


UNDER A PIRATE FLAG 
By Oswald J. Smith 
Stories of modern heroes. Missionary ro- 
mance and daring experiences. A challenge 
te young people showing the most miracu- 
lous deliverances from imminent dangers. 
Has a great spiritual appeal. Price............ 50¢ 





THE MAN OF MERCY 
This is Paul Rader’s latest book. It deals 
with healing and evangelism. After reading 
these pages, filled as they are with lofty sen- 
timent and tender pictures of loving mercy 
—one will come to understand in a new and 
vital way that JESUS IS THE MAN OF 








MERCY. Cloth. Price. $1.00 
TWICE BORN MEN 
By Harold Begbie 

Story of remarkable conversions in the 


slums of London. They are gripping life sto- 
ries that will show you the terrible depths of 
i Shows the saving power of Bes 
Lectea 1.50 








PROPHECIES OF DANIEL AND 
REVELATION 
By Keith L. Brooks 
All who are interested in gaining a better 
understanding of the prophecies of Daniel and 
Revelation should send for a copy of this book 
immediately. It is a verse-by-verse interpre- 
tation by the cross-reference method—making 
the Bible its own commentary. These studies 
are packed full of Scripture and will prove 
immensely helpful and enlightening. Cloth $1.25 








IMPORTED BOOK-MARKS 


(Large Size 

Here are genuine hand-made, silk bceok- 
marks of lasting beauty. They never fail to 
please. The attractive flowers and decora- 
tions, in pretty colors, as well as the Bible 
verses, are hand-painted on the silk. 

Assorted colors. Choose the texts you like 
best. Fine for gifts and rewards. Size 8x1 2-3. 
No. 80 Jesus Only. 
No. 81 The Lord Is My Shepherd. 
Ne. 82 Be Not Afraid. 
No. 83 Charity Never Faileth. 
No. 84 Bless the Lord, O My Soul. 
No. 85 Be Thou Faithful Unto Death. 
No. 86 And the Lord Shall Guide Thee Con- 

tinually. 

Come boxed, one dozen in box, for $2.50 

Any assortment, 12 for $2.75 25 cents each 


DEFENDER 


CORA AA 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 


Our 1929 Box Assortment of Scripture text 
Christmas Greetings contains 16 beautiful 
Cards with lined envelopes to match. In ad- 
dition to the usual Christmas salutation each 
card has an appropriate Scripture verse. 


Your friends will appreciate these beautiful 
messages of joy and hope written in honor of 
Him whose birthday you are celebrating. 
Postpaid $1.00 per box 
or 6 boxes for $5.00 














PUBLISHERS 


WICHITA, KANSAS 
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Sadducees 


Mr. Ernest Gordon rendered an incompar- 
able service in 1926 when he published his 
book, “The Leaven of the Sadducees,” which 
is a tremendous indictment and exposure of 
Modernism. In it he turns loose a barage 
of facts and statistics which cannot be re- 
futed. 

He gives instance after instance where 
denominational schools and churches have 
been built up by evangelical Christians only 
to be filched, ravaged and demolished by 
modernistic teaching and methods. 

Mr. Gordon lives in New England and 
writes with a conserva- 
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* “The Leaven Of The Pharisees” 


By, Gerald B, Winrod 


PAPE NAYS XR IL YL IL IL YCIL 9: Le DR IL IL IC IL ICY: \ OF 


4 V V 


YA ANZ a6 Y, 


=, 


] 


Paul, of course, gained favor with the 


‘Pharisees who believed in the resurrection 


and brought on himself the wrath of the 
heretical Sadducees, who did not believe in 
the resurrection. It was like tying the tails 
of two tom-cats together, The two opposing 
bodies broke up the meeting and Paul es- 
caped. ; 

The Pharisees were astonishingly power- 
ful in ancient Jewry. They made the syna- 
gogue a permanent and wide-spread insti- 
tution in Jewish life. They also organized 
a system of elementary religious instruc- 
tion. 


Jesus placed this group on the same level 
with the exponents of Modernism, and 
lashed them both with His powerful denun- 
ciation. 

He knew that the hair-splitting Phari- 
sees were as blinded to spiritual values as 
the modernists, even though they did have 
a sound doctrinal statement. 


A Parallel 


When Jesus applied the term “leaven” to 
the Pharisees and the Sadducees, He was 
using a tremendous metaphor. We are fa- 
miliar with the proverbial saying, “A little 
leaven leaveneth the whole lump.” In this 
respect leaven is emblematical of moral in- 
fluence, good or bad, and represents the rap- 
id spread of that influence. 

Leaven is generally taken fo represent 
wickedness in the Scriptures, though there 
are a few exceptions. It is generally de- 
scribed as a poison which works and moves 
and seeps through a lump. i 

Jesus here refers to two destructive pois- 
ons which were leavening the lump of Jew- 
ish thought. On the one hand, there was a 

modernistic leaven, and 





tism that gives strength 
and force to his expo- 
sures. He has built up 
a case against the 
modernists which they 
have been unable to 
break down for the 
reason that his argu- 
ments are unanswer- 
able. His book has 
been heralded by mili- 
tant evangelical lead- 
ers as one of the most 
valuable books written 
in modern times. 


Pharisees 


But what shall we 
say of the leaven of the 
Pharisees ? 

Remember, when Je- 
sus used this phrase, 
He referred to both 
“the ; leaven of the 
Pharisees and ef the 
Sadducees.” The Sad- 
ducees were the - here- 
tics and the Pharisees 
were the hypocrites. 

en Paul was ar- 
rested and called be- 
fore the Sanhedrin, we 
read that he commend- 
ed himself to that body 
as a man_ who had 
“lived in all good con- 
science before God.” 
The high priest Anani- 
as commanded that 
Paul should be smitten 
in the mouth for the 
statement which he 
made in his own de- 
fense. 

While Paul was suf- 
fering from the sting 
of the embarrassment 
and the pain of the 
blow. he shouted back 















You Dont pronounce Shi bboleth’ 
right,and moreover, you 


refuse to sing out of my 
hymn -book. 








“How good ana how pleasant it is for , 
brethren to dwell together in unity 





on the other hand, there 
was a cold, chilling, icy 
leaven. One is pic- 
tured as being as de- 
structive as the other. 

Strange enough, in 
our day. we find histo- 
ry moving in cycles. 
History repeats itself. 
The church of Jesus 
Christ Aas become sus- 
ceptible to both kinds 
of leaven during the 
last few years. the 
one hand, we have a 
bold, blatant, vicious, 
heretical Modernism 
that promotes doubt 
and brings into ques- 
tion every basic prin- 
ciple of the Christian 


religion. On the other 
hand, there is growing 
rapidly in religious 


circles a cold, icy, dog- 
matic, bitter formalism 
which is equally para- 
lyzing. As we study 
conditions, there are 
many evidences to the 
effect that these two 
kinds of leaven are 
working in parallel, the 
same as in the day of 
Christ. 

The Pharisees had 
added several hundred 
rules to the decalogue; 
so many in fact, that it 
was humanly impos- 
sible to observe them 
all. There is no place 
to stop when one allows 
himself to begin split- 
ting hairs in theologic- 
al legalism. 


Shibboleth 


In the twelfth chap- 
ter of Judges we read 








to the high priest, 
“God shall smite thee. : ; 
thou whited wall.” Gaining his poise a 
moment later, Paul apologized for his bold 
outburst of speech. eats 

After briefly studying the Sanhedrin with 
a careful eye, he realized that the body 
was made up of both Pharisees and Saddu- 
cees. Instantly he dropped a bomb that 
blew the dignified tribunal into shreds. 

Like a flash he took sides with the Phar- 
isees and shouted, “Men and brethren; I am 
a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee; of the 
hope and resurrection of the dead I am 
called in question.” 


There were two schools of Phariseean 
thought. One, that of Hillel and the other 
of Shammai. When Jesus said, “Beware of 
the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sad- 
ducees,” He was addressing His powerful 
polemic against both the formalism of the 
Pharisees, and the heretical teachings of the 
Sadducees. In other words, He catalogued 
the religious leaders of His day, who taught 
an empty formalism, who strained over 
hair-splitting points of doctrine, who argued 
about minor theological interpretations, 
who lived only in the letter of the law — 


of a battle which was 
raging between the Gileadites and the Eph- 
ramites. The soldiers of Gilead defeated 
the soldiers of Ephraim. Finally the Gile- 
adites, with a master stroke of strategy, 
took up positions at all the passages in the 
valley of the river Jordan. 

Many of the Ephramite soldiers escaped 
and could not be taken as prisoners. Com- 
ing up the river Jordan, they had to pass 
by the men of Gilead, who held the fortified 
positions along the river. 

As the Ephramites came marching by, 

(Turn to page 14.) 
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MISSIONARY STATESMANSHIP 
(Continued from page 4.) 


“THE LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES” 
(Continued from page 13.) 





if their coming forward and accepting 
Christ was the outward sign of a real in- 
ward work. We left at ten o’clock at night 
for Dr. Goforth’s conference arranged for 
us at Yingkow. Surely God did make the 
iron to swim at Darien. 

“In Yingkow were gathering three_hun- 
dred workers. Among them were some 
older workers who remembered the former 
days of power and revival. Here is the 
grave of William C. Burns of whom it is 
said, “God blessed everything he touched.” 
I was on my way to the city of his last la- 
bors and of his final resting place. Here, 
too, I was to meet that saint of God, Dr. 
Jonathan Goforth. It was in this very city, 
under his ministry, that the revival came 
twenty years ago. So, I came in great ex- 

ctation! Then came the warm greetings 
rom Dr. and Mrs. Goforth. Oh, what a 
team they are! Her ministry is as great as 
his and is so because they are so united. I 
had time to hear from their lips the story 
of the great Manchurian revival of twenty 
years ago. 

“He said, ‘I started for Manchuria in Feb- 
ruary of 1908 with the conviction that God 
had given me a message for these people. 
I had no method to follow. I really did not 
know how to conduct a revival. I could 
preach and let the people pray, but that was 
all. On my arrival I was shocked to find 
the missionary in charge not believing in 
revival and his wife gone away an a holi- 
day to get away from revival. He said, I 
heard one of your old wind-bag preachers 
down at Shanghai and his theology is as 
old as the hills.’ “Then”, Dr. Gofort re- 
plied, ‘Mine’s as old as the Almighty.’ They 
had promised Dr. Goforth that both branch- 
es of the Presbyterians would unite for his 
coming. This was not done. It is no won- 
der he went to his knees. Then God gave 
him Jeremiah 33:3 as an answer. 

“He preached, and early the next morn- 
ing the leading elder called to him, saying, 
‘In the Boxer year I was treasurer of the 
church. They destroyed everything. I 
kept some church funds which I swore I 
never received.” Since then I have used the 
money in my business. Your sermon 
searched me like fire. I did not sleep last 
night. I can find no peace until I confess 
this to the church I have wronged and re- 
store it.’ After the next sermon the elder 
stood up before the people and laid bare his 
sin. Others followed. Hearts melted. One 
man said there were literally pools of tears 
on the floor through the awful days of con- 
fession and rejoicing that followed. The 
missionary wanted to turn the meeting away 
from this awful confessing to a time of 
thanksgiving, for, said he, ‘This is the great 
Scottish Revival of 1859 all over again, of 
which I have heard my father tell.’ Dr. Go- 
forth replied, ‘If I understand the situation 
aright you are not ready for thanksgiving. 
I believe there is much hidden sin to be un- 
covered. Let me go on with my messages 
and when I am finished, you can have all 
the thanksgiving meeting you like.’ 

“Very strangely this same thing occurred 
in our meeting here yesterday. After I had 
finished speaking, the leader announced a 
hymn, but I checked him and asked for 
prayer. The first prayer was a confession. 
The second was earnest, from a man who 
had privately talked to me before. He had 
been a great sinner in his past. He was 
very much broken. As he prayed, others 
broke, and could not wait for him to finish, 
but began crying to God. It was like judg- 
ment day. More than two hundred were 
praying at once. This went on for some 


time. Then an elder arose and clapping his 

hands for some time, was able to still the 

people. He then told them to rejoice that 

the Bridegroom was in our midst and not 

to break their hearts with sorrow. I could 

not check him, for I could not understand 
Turn to page 19.) 


the Gileadites asked each man, “Art thou an 
Ephramite?” To avoid being captured, the 
Ephramites all said, “No,” but the Gilead- 
ites put the Ephramites to a rigid test. 
They had a unique and crude way of de- 
termining whether or not they were telling 
the truth. 

The Gileadites said to the Ephramites, 
“Now say ‘SHibboleth’.”. The Ephramites 
answered and said, “SIBboleth.” The Gile- 
adites knew that it was impossible for an 
Ephramite to frame the word “Shibboleth” 
correctly with his lips. He could not say 
“Sh.” He could say “Si”, but he could not 
say “Sh”. 

Because the Ephramites could not say 
“Shibboleth,” 42,000 of them were slaught- 
ered on the spot. ; 

During the last few years there has been 
a growing tendency in religious circles to 
slaughter brethren for not pronouncing 
“Shibboleth” exactly as other religious lead- 
ers have thought it should be pronounced. 

“Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees.” 

How many religious organizations have 
been disrupted! How many churches have 
been torn to: pieces! How many circles of 
leaders of evangelical thought have been 
upset! How many men have suffered be- 
cause of hyper-critical attacks! How much 
hair-splitting!] How much bitterness! How 
much venom! How much mud-slinging 
there has been in recent years due to the 
leaven of the Pharisees! Invariably when 
you find a man straining at a gnat, you 
= see him swallow a camel sooner or la- 
er. 

The question is not, “Do you sing out of 
my hymn-book?” The question is not, “Do 
you pronounce Shibboleth correctly?” The 
question is not, “Do you subscribe to every 
tenet of my creed?” The question is not, 
“Are you identified with my sect?” The 
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Self-Progouncing Vest 
Pocket Size 
COLORED BINDINGS 


4 With full page multi-colored illus- 
~ trations. Greatest value ever offered. 


No. 3400B—Postpaid, 50c 


CHILD’S BIBLE 
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Palestine Special 
Pictures Edition 
in for Boys 
Colors and Girls 


Prepared to Appeal to the Child’s 
Own Interest 
GENUINE LEATHER BINDING 
Clear Spaced Type 
Size of Bible 53%,"x3%"x1\4” 
No. 5415—Postpaid, $2.00 


Red Letter Bible 


COLORED ILLUSTRATIONS 
Helps to Scriptural knowledge with Bible 
study course combined. Questions and An- 


swers. 
Genuine Leather Binding 
Bold Black Type 
Size of Bible 43%"x614"x14%" 
No. 5815RL—Postpaid, $3.25 
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question is, “Have you been born again?” | 
The question is, “Do you possess life?” -“ 

The church of Jesus Christ is an or- 
ganism, bound together with life, and we 
fellowship primarily in life and not on doc- 
trine. If we are partakers of the same 
eternal life, bound together by the same 
Spirit of Christ, there should be no place, 
or time, in our ranks for Phariseeism. 

Our creeds, doctrines and theology are 
not worth the paper they are written on 
except as they tend to produce Christian 
character and eternal life in the hearts of 
believers. The church is not builded upon 
a creed. The church is not builded upon a 
system of theology. The church is not 
builded upon a -system of doctrine. The 
church is built upon the Person, and around 
the Person, and in the Person, of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the experiencing of that 
Person in consciousness. The nearer to 
Christ you get, the smaller your theology 
becomes. 

If a man has: experienced regeneration 
and has in him the life of Christ, he is my 
brother, and I will fellowship with him no 
matter how he pronounces “Shibboleth.” _ 

In recent years the lines have been drawn 
entirely too close among many men who 
share the evangelical position. The result 
is, men who should stand for the pure gos- 
pel of the Lord Jesus Christ, who should 
meet the attacks of Satan with an organ- 
ized front, who should demonstrate a big, 
whole-hearted, loving, sympathetic, mag- 
nanimous spirit one for another, are chopped 
up into cliques and clans, isms and spasms 
and are dominated, in too many instances, 
by an egotistical bigotry that makes fellow- 
ship as pleasant among the brethren as fel- 
lowship among porcupines. 


A Difficult Problem 


We are not unmindful of the fact that it 
is difficult to always know where to draw 
(Turn to page 15.) 
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Hand Book of Biblical History, Tabular 
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impart understanding of the MOST USED 
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Morocco Grained Binding 
Size 5”x7”x1\” 
Clear Open Type 

No. 208C—Postpaid, $2.00 


Teacher’s Edition 


A smali Bible with Big Type for 
the Adult Student or Teacher who de- 
sires a handy size Bible with com- 
plete Helps. The only Pocket Size 
Bible with Concordance and Biblical 





information which includes 24 
treatises on subjects most important 
to spiritual understanding of the 
Bible; besides a Bible Study Course 
in conjunction with 4000 Questions 
and Answers on the Scriptures. Pre- 
sentation Page and Maps in colors. 

Genuine Leather Binding 

Bold Black Type 
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“THE LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES” 
(Continued from page 14.) 





the lines. Within the bounds of evangelical 
testimony, during the last few years, it is 
true that there have crept certain question- 
able teachings which have had to be dealt 
with. Believing that some of the more re- 
cent movements have not had a Scriptural 
basis, not a few religious leaders have felt 
called upon to smite them openly. These 
leaders have felt that open exposure was 
the best remedy. And no doubt some of the 
discussions have been justified by the false 
interpretations placed upon certain passages 
of Scripture by zealots, who have exalted 
one or two doctrines above o*her important 
doctrines. 

But even under these circumstances, 
sometimes it is not nearly as urgent to ex- 
pose what seem to be erroneous teachings 
as it appears at first glance. It is general- 
ly our experience that false teaching auto- 
matically isolates itself. This has been true 
with one type of questionable teaching, 
which literally scores of evangelical leaders 
have united in attacking during recent 
years. Had they waited, they would have 
found that the teaching was doomed to fall 
by its own weight, and that the disease 
would automatically isolate itself. 

Remember the words of the great Gamali- 
el: “Take heed to yourselves .... for if 
this counsel of the work be of men, it will 
come to naught: but if it be of God, ye can- 
not overthrow it.” 

In any event, it is a rare circumstance 
where it is actually necessary for one re- 
ligious leader to attack another. It often 
brings temporary delight to a man when he 
can openly smash the man with whom he 
may not agree, but it is seldom warranted 
by the facts, and the deed invariably reacts 
against the cause of Christ, when considered 
as a whole. Men should discuss principles 
as nearly as possible and not personalities. 
Moreover, let it be remembered that no man 
is justified in exalting himself to the posi- 
tion of judgment over other men. There is 
one Judge and when a religious leader de- 
liberately places himself in the seat of 
judgment, he is on very dangerous ground. 
The admonition is, “Judge nothing before 
the time.” The “time” is the Judgment- 
Seat of Christ. 


ON NOVEMBER 14th it was reported 
that 60,000 soldiers had been slain in a ter- 
rible battle in Shanghai, China. 











How to Celebrate Pentecost 


Experience Pentecost 


Read “A Modern Pentecost” 
or “Power from on High” 





Wonderful story of great Moravian Re- 
vival resulting in conversion of John and 
Charles Wesley, the birth of Methodism 
and Modern Foreign Missions and the: 
largest contribution of standard hymns in 
Church history. Book just published; 96 
pages, 35c each; 3 for $1.00 postpaid. 


“ ... ‘Power from on High’ is a small book, but 
is full of fire. One yearns, as one reads it, for 
the fullness of the spirit.” 

—Record of Christian Work, Northfield, Mass. 


. .. . ‘Power from on High’ has been a very 
great inspiration to me, and I wish it could be 
in the hands of every minister in all our churches.” 

—Dr. Charles L. Goodell, Néw York City. 


“.... I so delight in your book, ‘Power from on 
High.’ Is it possible to get it circulated in this 
country?’ "—Dr. F. B. Meyer, London, England. 
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THE MANGER, THE CROSS AND 
THE TOMB 
(Continued from page 1.) 





mystery we are involved in another even 
greater. There is but one path leading out 
of this difficulty: admit that Jesus Christ is 
an absolutely new creature without attempt- 
ting to explain the mystery into which “the 
angels desired to look,” and there is at once 
a road leading out of the labyrinth of per- 
plexing paths to a settled faith in the tes- 
timony concerning Christ as given by the 
evangelists and apostles which will flood the 
mind with light sufficient to pierce the.mist 
of vague, mistaken notions, and save one, 
on the one hand, from useless doubt, and on 
the other hand, from dangerous denial. Not 
only so, but this admission, followed by in- 
telligent faith, will bring us TO Him, who 
alone, has power on earth to forgive sins. 

The age-old question, “How may a man be 
just with God?” is answered in Him. From 
the long search of the centuries we come 
at last to the end of our pilgrim journey at 


rent the temple vail, opened to full view the 
light-paved road that leads to God and ever- 
lasting glory. When the God-man said, “it 
is finished,” the darkness was cleft by the 
light of reconciliation, and to this day no 
sou] need walk in darkness. 

It has been said of Mozart‘s music that it 
brings the angels down to earth; of Beet- 
hoven’s that it lifts mortals up to heaven. 
Jesus Christ does both! He is the way of 
God to man, and the way of man to God. 
He became partaker of human nature that 
we might be made partakers of divine na- 
ture. He was born of a woman that we 
might be born of God. His teaching shows 
what we are, and He is what we may be. 
In every aspect of His birth, His life, His 
death, and His resurrection, He reminds one 
of Goldsmith’s immortal lines: 

“As some tall cliff that lifts its awful form, 

Swells from the vale and midway leaves the storm, 
Though round its breast the rolling clouds are spread, 
Eternal sunshine settles on its head.’’ 

Well may a sin cursed world cry with the 
redeemed Magdalene, “Rabboni!” 
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HOW IS GEOLOGY RELATED TO 
GENESIS? 
(Continued from page 7.) 





nished,” as another version reads. Doubt- 
less our visitor would also ask what scien- 
tific reasons we have for thinking that such 
an immense period of time antecedent to 
our present order of things is an actual 
fact, and thus that it is necessary for us to 
find some place in the Scripture record for 
this long perod; and we have to tell him 
that scientific men have claimed they have 
proof of immense periods of time in the 
long ago, as indicated by these remains of 
animals and plants in strange situations, all 
of which in their opinion demand some such 
immense lapse of time for theif explanation. 

Our visitor does not find this line of ar- 

gument very satisfying, if something better 
can be suggested; and so we tell him of the 
second view of these first records of our 
world, as read both from Genesis and from 
the rocks. This second explanation is that 
the “days” of creation, as given in the 
Bible, were not literal days but immense 
periods of time. This is called the “day- 
period” theory. That this theory is not 
dead among “Fundamentalists,” as I had 
supposed, is proved by the fact that a cer- 
tain prominent minister, who almost claims 
a monopoly of the name “Fundamentalism,” 
recently published an article advocating this 
view. 
Again our visitor asks why this view is 
adopted, and he is told that the word trans- 
lated “day” will under certain circumstanc- 
es bear this interpretation of a long and in- 
definite period of time; though the expres- 
sion “evening and morning,” which is al- 
ways associated with the word “day” in this 
chapter would seem to make the plain and 
literal meaning the obvious and necessary 
one. This literal meaning of the rest of the 
record is strongly supported by the account 
of the institution of the Sabbath at the 
close of the work of Creation, this seventh 
day being obviously similar to those which 
had preceded it, and also similar in length 
to those which mankind thereafter were ex- 
pected to observe as a memorial of Crea- 
tion. When he asks what scientific facts 
oblige us thus to give a figurative meaning 
to the’ word “day” in this account of the 
Creation, he is told as before that scientific 
men claim to have discovered evidence in 
the earth that the world must be immense- 
ly older than any literal interpretation of 
this record of Creation will permit. 

But our planetary visitor asks us wheth- 
er these scientific facts may not be account- 
ed for in some other way. Has there ever 
taken place anything in the history of our 
globe since the original Creation which 
might account for these sea shells on the 
mountains and great masses of vegetation 
buried a mile or so down in the ground? 
Well, there is the record of the Flood, which 
used to be thought sufficient to account for 
such things; but scientific men have grown 
accustomed to ridicule this story of a uni- 
versal Deluge, and tell us that, if there 
ever was anything of the sort, it was only 
a small, local affair in the Valley of Tigro- 
Euphrates. when there was a spring freshet 
a little larger than common which drowned 
a lot of people in the early days of man- 
kind; and that this disaster made such an 
impression on the race that the tradition of 
it has survived even to the present day 
among almost every race on earth. But 
these same scientific men tell us that it 
would be quite out of the quesetion to sup- 

ose that this brief, local Flood would have 
eft any traces of geological change in other 
parts of the world. 

Our visitor is still in great perplexity. He 
inquires about the history of these three 
views, and is told that the first, the “resti- 
tution” theory, seems to have been first 
suggested in modern times by Thomas Chal- 
mers, the Scotch preacher, about 1812, 


though the idea of an original chaos pre- 
ceding the Creation of the present order of 


things comes down to us from some of the 
early Church Fathers, they having adopted 
this view in deference to the pagan Greek 
philosophers, just as the modern view of a 
great period of time antecedent to the Cre- 
ation 1s now adopted in deference to the 
teachings of scientific men of today. The 
second view, the day-period theory, seems 
to have come in with Hugh Miller, and was 
warmly advocated by many good men dur- 
ing part of the nineteenth century. The 
third view, namely, that the Deluge may be 
supposed to have been sufficient to account 
for all the major geological changes record- 
ed in the rocks, thus leaving us free to say 
that the account of the’ Creation is to be 
take literally, at its face value, — this third 
view has a very long history, having been 
advocated for several hundred years, and in 
very recent times has been taught by the 
present writer in several books and in nu- 
merous magazine articles. Two books that 
may be mentioned are: “The New Geology,” 
which is a college textbook that arranges 
the facts of the science in accord with this 
view; and “Evolutionary Geology and the 
New Catastrophism,” which is a purely sci- 
entific argument to show that the alleged 
long ages of the popular geology are with- 
out any substantial foundation, and that the 
catastrophic interpretation of the rocks is 
far more reasonable and more strictly log- 
ical and scientific. Space will not permit 
me here to state this argument more fully. 

Our visitor seems a little relieved, but 
still he wants to know more about the first 
two theories. He is inclined to think that 
the most natural. way for a Christian to 
look at the fossil world is for him to say 
that these stratified beds containing former 
living plants and animals were deposited at 
the Deluge, — that is, unless very positive 
and very reliable scientific facts caa be pro- 
duced against such a view; and he under- 
stands from the books mentioned above that 
such facts do not exist. But he wants to 
know about the other two theories, particu- 
larly the second. He has already read quite 
a little on the evolution theory; and this 
second theory, which says that the days of 
Creation were leng periods of time, grad- 
ually changing the world into its present 
state, sounds wonderfully like the back- 
ground of the evolutionary scheme. And he 
asks, “If one accepts this evolutionary out- 
line of the earth’s past history, what is to 
prevent him from going the rest of the way 
and believing the theory of organic evolu- 
tion out and out?” 

In reply he is told that there is no need 
to accept the evolution theory in regard to 
man, or even with respect to the living 
plants and animals; for the transformation 
of one species into a distinctly different spe- 
cies has never yet been proved. 

“Yes,” says our visitor, “that may all be 
true. Species do seem to be quite fixed at 
the present time. But unless there is the 
most absolute scientific exidence for the long 
geological ages in a definite order, with the 
fossils so reliably dated that we are abso- 
lutely certain that they all could not have 
lived together in that old world before the 
Deluge, why should we give so much en- 
couragement to a theory which by its histo- 
ry has 2 ge itself to be the very corner- 
stone of the whole scheme of organic evo- 
lution? When we now have good scientific 
books which show us how to deal with all 
the fossils as merely the work of the great 
universal Deluge, why should a professed 
Fundamentalist give so much encourage- 
ment to the enemy by still hanging on to 
the old day-period theory, as taught by 
some good men a generation ago who did 
not have a tenth of the facts and the evi- 
dence which we now have?” ‘ 

After a pause he adds: “Is it not a fact 
that the order of appearance of the plants 
and animals, as arranged by the modern 
evolutionary geologists, cannot be made to 
fit into the order of Creation, as stated in 
Genesis, even if we do make the “days” of 
Creation immense periods of time? Is it 


: visitor. 


not a fact that the complete failure of such 
men as Gladstone and Dana and Dawson 
and others of 2 past generation to make the 
two fit is in reality the chief reason why 
all the younger men, the men of the pres- 
ent generation, have gone over en masse 
to the camp of tne evolutionists?” 

I commend the reasoning of this candid 
If there is a better way, a far bet- 
ter way, one that will not expose our young 
people in the slightest — to the dan- 
ger of being deceived by the evolution the- 
ory, why not adopt it, and let these older 
views, now wholly out of date, sink into the 
limbo of discarded hypotheses? 


Emmanuel Missicnary College, 
Berrien Springs, Mich. 





ON PAGE 15 there appears a beautiful 
hymn written by Lance B. Latham of the 
Chicago Gospel Tabernacle. Mr. Latham is 
well known to radio audiences all over 
America for his work at the Pipe Organ and 
the Baldwin. Mr. Latham has written some 
beautiful hymns and many regard “Only 
Jesus” as his greatest effort. 
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WAS BRYAN A “FUNDAMENTA- 
LIST?” This question has been discussed 
in view of the fact that the Commoner re- 
fused to subscribe to the pre-millennial doc- 
trine of the Lord’s return. 


WANTED 


1,000 men and women to place our Bibles, Testa- 
ments and Religious Books in homes. Big profit. 
Full or spare time. JOIN HANDS WITH US. 
Write today for free information. Established 
over 40 years. 

WILMORE BOOK & BIBLE COMPANY 
Dept. 16, 443 South Dearborn St., Chicago, Il. 























READ 
ERNEST 


[YOU MUST 


THE LEAVEN OF THE SADDUCEES 
“The greatest broadside against Liberalism put 
out in this generation.’” Many unauthenticated 
facts cited will startle, but they await refutation. 
Laymen buy by the dozen to give away. 
263 pages, paper, $1.00; cloth, $1.50. Detailed 
descriptive circular free. 
BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
843-845 No. Wells St. Box D. Chicago 























Subscribe Today! 


The 
Alliance Weekly 


A Journal of Christian Life and Missions 


The Official Organ of 
The Christian and Missionary Alliance 


INSTRUCTIVE, SPIRITUAL, 


MISSIONARY 
Edited by REV. W. M. TURNBULL, D.D. 
The Alliance Weekly is both sound and spir- 
itual, and has as its objective to preach the 
Gospel, to prepare believers for the Lord’s re- 
turn, to indicate their privileges in Christ, and 
to follow the advance of the Gospel in foreign 
lands. 
FEATURES: 


Scriptural and Current Editorials, 
Sterling Sermons from leading preachers of 


th» day. 

Reports from the great revival crusades. 

A Daily Meditation in Poetry and Prose. 

Exposition of the International Sunday 
School Lesson. 

Inspirational Bible Study. 

— Study of the Scriptures for Young 

eople. 
Missionary movements in pioneer fields. 


Jewish Work throughout the World, 


Published Weekly at $2.00 per year 
Foreign Subscriptions, $2.50 


SAMPLE COPIES ON REQUEST 


The Christian and Missionary Alliance 
260 West 44th Street, New York, N. Y. 


























THE DEFENDER 


17 








The Two 


By, Rev. Keith L. Brooks, 
Editor, The Bible Lovers’ Digest 
Los Angeles, California 


Destinies 


ya 
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Under the subject of “The Two Resurrec- 
tions” in a previous Defender we consid- 
ered the final destinies of the saved and un- 
saved, but many are interested in knowing 
more about the state into which both clas- 
ses enter immediately upon death. Souls 
are going into eternity at every tick of the 
clock. here are they going? The hearts 
of hundreds are crying: “Where are my 
dead?” Science has no solution. Spiritu- 
alists mutter some vague things in the 
dark. The Word of God alone unlocks the 
mysteries of the other world. 


In Old Testament Days 


Much confusion has arisen because of the 
erroneous translation of the Hebrew word 
“Sheol,” which means the abode of Spir- 
its, and not hell or the grave. The spirits 
of both saved and unsaved were referred to 
as going down into Sheol, although they 
were not regarded as confined together. The 
Old Testament clearly distinguishes Sheol 
from the grave, the Hebrew word “Queber” 
being many times used to denote the burial 
place of the body. Souls were never said to 
go to “Queber,” but we read of the “sor- 
rows of Sheol” (2 Sam. 22:6; Psa. 18:5), 
and of its “pains” (Psa. 116:3). We read 
of conversations taking place in Sheol 
(Ezek. 32:21; Isa. 14:9-20), and we are told 
that souls went alive into Sheol (Num. 16: 


Sheol is never used in the plural. The 
word for grave is plural many times. We 
do not read of the body being put in Sheol, 
but thirty-seven times we read of the body 
being put in the grave. Sheol was never 
located on the face of the earth; graves 
were. We never read of an individual’s 
Sheol; nor of any man putting another into 
Sheol. No Sheol was said to have been dug 
by man. This is sufficient to show that 
Sheol, in its two compartments, was regard- 
ed as the abode only of spirits. 


New Testament Era 


The Greek word “Hades,” the equivalent 
of “Sheol,” has likewise been wrongly 
translated. As we come into the Gospels, 
we still read of descending into Hades. Our 
Lord descended into this realm (Acts 2:27, 
31; Mt. 12:40). There he proclaimed _the 
victory of the cross (1 Pet. 3:18-19). Into 
the Paradise section, he tsok the converted 
malefactor (Lk. 23:43). 

After the resurrection, however, Hades 
fades out of sight as the abode of saved 
spirits. Paul intimates that when Christ 
ascended, having first descended into the 
lower parts of the earth, He led captivity 
captive. Paradise is henceforth spoken of 
as above (2 Cor. 12:4; Rev. 2:7). The dy- 
ing Stephen “looked up into heaven” (Acts 
7:55). When our Lord returns He is to 
bring the spirits of the redeemed back with 
Him from above (1 Thess. 4:13). Paul 
speaks of the whole Christian family as now 
being “in heaven and in earth” (Eph. 3:15). 


Where Are the Lost? 


The most vivid and detailéd account of 
the intermediate state of the lost is that 
given us by our Lord, recorded in Lk. 16: 
19-31. Some object that this is but a par- 
able and that we cannot build upon inci- 
dental details. We have no indication, how- 


ever, that this is a parable, for our Lord 
speaks of “certain men” and tells us that 
the name of one of them was Lazarus. 
Furthermore, even though it be granted 
that this is but an illustration, is it likely 
that our Lord would use any illustration 
not true to fact? 

Here we discover that after death, the 
two classes remain unchanged. Destiny is 
settled in this life and there is no crossing 
over afterward. The rich man, having left 
his body on earth, awakes in Hades. He 
sees, feels, hears, speaks. He has memory 
and a sense of loss and fear. He is suffer- 
ing from unsatisfied desires cultivated in 
the body. He becomes more thoughtful for 
his own brothers than ever he had been 
while in the flesh. 

Abraham, for many centuries dead, is 
represented here as speaking. Lazarus has 
not ceased to exist, but is enjoying himself 
in Abraham’s bosom. Dives is informed 
that nothing can be done for his relatives 
on earth except through the preaching of 
the Gospel. Communication is neither prac- 





Brooks 


Rev. Keith L. 


ticable nor possible. So much for the un- 
regenerate whose spirits await the final 
resurrection. 


Where are the Saints? 


No more gloomy or revolting doctrine has 
been offered among Christians than that of 
“soul sleep,” the theory of the total uncon- 
sciousness of the dead in Christ. Dread of 
non-existence is woven into the very fibre 
“of our being. As the Christian nears the 
journey’s end, his heart-cry is: “Oh, for a 
more intimate walk with Jesus!” Like 
Paul, many are in a “strait betwixt two,” 
longing for a closer communion with the 
Master. Will God respond to this desire by 
putting us into a state of unconsciousness 
for a few hundred or thousand years? Do 
our loved ones know less of Christ than they 
knew when they were on eatth? It is un- 
thinkable. 

Scripture teaches that death has no ef- 
fect upon the living power of the child of 
‘God (Jn. 11:25). There cannot be an in- 
‘stant’s break in the conscious enjoyment of 
the salvation received upon acceptance of 
‘Christ. Death is not the snapping off of a 
light, but a brief walk through the valley 
“of a shadow, out into the land of peace and 
joy unspeakable, and all the way through, 
He is with us and His rod and staff com- 
fort us. 


Death to Jesus was not unconsciousness, 
but a high state of activity in the spirit 
world. His body slept in the tomb until His 
spirt returned to take it up again (1 Cor. 
15:20). When he hung upon the cross, a 
man beside Him prayed for a state of fu- 
ture blessing after death (Lk. 23:42-43), 
and the Saviour assured him that on that 
very day he should be with Him in Para- 
dise. 

In 2 Cor. 5, Paul speaks of the dissolving 
of spirit and body at death, followed by the 
unclothed state, which is not the final state. 


-The spirit waits to be clothed upon at the 


resurrecion, nevertheless to be “absent from 
the body,” he says, is to be “present with 
the Lord.” -Does this describ? a state of 
ignorance? “In His presence is fulness of 
joy; at His right hand there are pleasures 
forever more” (Psa. 16:11). To be’ with 
Christ, is to be able to behold His glorious 
face (Jn. 17:24). Stephen, when dying, 
said: “Behold, I see the Son of man stand- 
ing at the right hand of God.” We have 
plenty of Scripture warrant for believing he 
still is able to behold Him. 


A State Far Better 


When Paul tells us of his experience of 
being caught up into Paradise, he does not 
tell us of finding himself in a sleeping apart- 
ment of the dead, but of hearing the cunver- 
sations and praises of the saints, which 
were of such a nature that they could not 
be repeated on earth (2 Cor. 12:3-4). 

In Phil. 1:21-24, he contrasts the best 
thing of life (Christ by faith) with the best 
thing of death (Christ by sight). Again we 
find that to “depart” is to be “with Christ, 
which is far better.” No one would reckon 
it far better to be left in total darkness. 
Let the words “with Christ” be kept as two 
precious jewels in the casket of the heart 
until faith vanishes into sight. Note also 
that the apostles’ only reason for desiring 
to tarry in this life, was the fact that in 
this life only could he be of service to them. 
If he could have advised them from the spir- 
it world, he would have been in no strait 
about leaving them. The spirits uf the 
saved are not roaming in space beholding 
all the trials and miseries of this world. We 
are warned against all attempts at commu- 
nication with spirits (Isa. 8:19). 


What is Death? 


Some have made use of certain Old ‘les- 
tament passages concerning death to set 
aside plain statements of the whole Bible 
as to the conscious bliss of the saved after 
death. “The dead praise not the Lord, 
neither any that go down into silence” (Psa, 
115:17). Every such passage, however, if 
taken in the context, will be found to be in 
connection with God’s cause on earth. “They 
that go down into the grave cannot hope 
for thy truth,” says Isaiah (38:18-19). “The 
living, the living, he shall praise thee as I 
do this day; the father to the children shall 
make known thy truth.” Whatever testi- 
mony we have to bear, must be borne be- 
fore we reach the grave, for “he that goeth 
down to the grave shall come up no more. 
He shall return no more to his house, neith- 
er er his place know him any more” (Job 
7:9-10). 

Death is the separation of the spirit from 
the body (Eccl. 12:7). “Precious in the 
sight of the Lord is the death of his saints” 
(Psa. 116:15). Those who know Christ as 
a personal Saviour may say with Stephen: 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit” (Acts 7:59). 

“Somewhere in vast and distant space, 

So far, I do not know the place, 


There swings a sphere where face to face, 
Our dead behold the Lord of grace. 


Their griefs are past, their toils are done, 
Their race of patience grandly run; 
The fight was fought, the promise won 
Through faith in God’s beloved Son. 


Till with full glory He arrays, 

The bodies that His power shall raise; 
How blest their spirit’s waiting days, 
While on the light of life they gaze.” 
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PAUL’S THORN 
(Continued from page 5.) 





Sore Eyes 


ige and social standing. Suddenly humbled! 
Brought low in the eyes of the world for 
the Gospel’s sake! Bound in chains before 
a Roman court! lLanguishing in dirty, 
filthy prison cells! Mobbed! Stoned, left 
for dead! Scars! A traveling preacher! A 
circuit rider! A tent-maker! Conquered 
by the Christ and the Gospel! 

What was Paul’s thorn in the flesh? A 
certain group of Bible students say that he 
had sore eyes. They built up their hypo- 
thesis on the fact that when he wrote to 
the Galatians he said, toward the close of 
his epistle: “Ye see how large a letter I 
have written unto you with mine own hand. 
Certain doubters have drawn from_ this 
statement that Paul had weak eyes and was 
therefore obliged to write in “large” char- 
acters. ; , 

In my judgment this assumption is far- 
fetched and has no factual basis. This same 
school of doubters refer also to Galatians 
4:15, where Paul says that out of affection 
for himself the Galations “would have 
plucked out their eyes and have given them 
to me.” To show to what abnormal ex- 
tremes men will carry their personal views 
and prejudices, I will quote a statement 
written and circulated by a certain New 
York minister who has an aversion to the 
ministry of healing: 

“The fact is — Paul was sick. He was 
the sickest of men. He had one of the 
worst and most painful of oriental diseases. 
He had opthalmia—a disease of the eyes. 
The proof that he had it is overwhelming. 
He tells us he had a ‘thorn in the flesh’... 
When Paul stood before them his eyes filled 
with unspeakable pus—unspeakable-looking 
matter running down over his face..... 
Why would they have digged out their eyes 
for him except that his eyes, as he stood be- 
fore them, were a pitiable and appealing 
sight to them—as the eyes of anyone with 
opthalmia are? The particular pain of this 
disease is that it is like a ‘stake’ in the eyes 
.... It is beyond dispute that Paul was a 
sick man. He says so himself. Paul did 
not get this disease by infection. How did 
he get it? Jesus Christ gave it to him. 
Paul did not want to be sick. In the quiv- 
ering flesh and painful suffering of His 
apostle, the Lord has written His Divine 
protest against this unspeakable doctrine, 
this BRUTAL transmutation of the cross of 
Christ into a center of physical healing.” 

By this method we can make the scrip- 
tures teach anything we want them to teach. 
As a matter of fact you can make the Bible 
say anything you want to say, if you don’t 
read too much. Every false religion can be 
reconciled with the Bible if you take a 
passage here and a passage there and ce- 
ment them together. Someone has said, 
“When you take a text out of the context, 
it becomes a pretext.” 

This reminds me of the colored man who 
told the boys they must quit playing 
marbles because the Bible says that you 
must “Marble not” — Marvel not. 

Don’t tell me that Paul stood there before 
king Agrippa with yellow, stinking matter, 
corruption and pus, running down _ his 
cheeks. Don’t tell me that Paul was a sniff- 
ling creature that kept his coat-sleeve slick 
by rubbing festering corruption out of his 
eyes. 


The Thorn 


No doubt Paul got the phrase “thorn in 
the flesh” from Numbers 33:55, where we 
read that the inhabitants of the land of Ca- 
naan, at the time of the Joshua invasion, 
were like “pricks in your eyes and thorns 
in your sides” to “vex you in the land 
wherein ye dwell.” Here the term “thorns” 
is used to describe the Canaanites who were 


living in the promised land at the time that 
Joshua led the children of Israel across the 
river Jordan. The Canaanites were 
“thorns” because of their attitude toward 
the children of Israel. 

Notice the term “thorns” is made to re- 
present personalities. 

Referring again to the Canaanites, Joshua 
said in the book that bears his name, 23:13, 
“Know for a certainty that the Lord your 
God will no more drive out any of these 
nations before you; but they shall be snares 
and traps unto you, and scourges in your 
sides, and thorns in your eyes.” Again the 
term “thorns” refers to personalities. 

In Proverbs 15:19 Solomon says: “The 
way of the slothful man is as a hedge of 
thorns.” Here we find that the term 
“thorns” in the scriptural sense refers to 
personalities. 

In Judges 2:3 we read: “Wherefore I al- 
so said, I will not drive them out from be- 
fore you; but they shall be as thorns in 
your sides, and their gods shall be a snare 
unto you.” Once more we find that the 
term “thorns” is used to describe personal- 
ities. 

In ‘none of these circumstances do the 
references to ‘‘pricks in ‘your eyes” and 
“thorns in your sides” refer to a disease of 
the eyes. Be loyal to the scriptural context 
and you will find there is no basis for as- 
suming that the common Israelitish phrase 
“thorn in the flesh” ever refers to a disease. 

Paul actually tells us what this thorn 
was. He said that it was a “messenger 
from Satan.” The term “messenger” im- 
mediately indicates a personality and this 
is true to the scriptural context in which 
“thorns” are referred to as personalities. In 
other words, Satan had sent a demon to 
“buffet” Paul. The root word which is 
translated “messenger” in this scripture is 
the same as the root word for “demon.” 
Demons are wicked spirits, ambassadors, 
emissaries, messengers of Satan. In other 
words, Paul’s thorn was a demon. Because 
of Paul’s knowledge of demon power and 
due to the fact that he knew what it was 
to have to deal with a Satanic messenger, 
he could write in Epesians 6:12, “For we 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, 
against rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high places.” 

Paul knew what it was to wrestle con- 
sciously in prayer against demon forces. 
He knew that the weapons of his warfare 
were not carnal. In his preaching, teaching 
and healing he dealt with principalities and 
powers. 


Scars 


Yes, Paul had sears. Not sore eyes, but 
sears. He was preaching in Lystra when 
wicked Jews from Antioch came and stirred 
up the community against him. He was 
dragged outside the city and stoned. He 
was left for dead with the blood pouring 
from his wounds, his unconscious body 
thrust over a pile of stones. Other disciples 
gathered around him for prayer. After a 
time he got up. They dressed his bleeding 
wounds and he went into the city and 
preached. In a few days he continued his 
missionary journey with Barnabas. 

Scars, yes, Paul had scars, but no sore 
eyes. 

In Philippi a mob assembled. Paul and 
his colleague Silas were thrown into prison. 
Their clothes were removed and their backs 
were beaten with the lash. While in stocks 
that night in prison they put on a prayer 
meeting. While they were singing, the 
foundations began to slide out from beneath 
the jail. The prisoners were released. The 
jailer knew that if the prisoners escaped it 
would cost him his life. He was about to 
kill himself when Paul got to him. “What 
must I do to be saved?” he cried out. Paul 
answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved.” It was only a 
few minutes until the jailer did his stripe- 


washing. He washed the bleeding, wounded 
backs of the two traveling preachers. 

Scars, yes, Paul had scars, but no sore 

eyes. 
At Ephesus, God “wrought special mir- 
acles by the hands of Paul.” Certainly if 
Paul had had pus and corruption running 
out of his eyes, he would not have been able 
to inspire the faith of the Ephesians. 

We read that handkerchiefs and aprons 
were anointed by Paul. These garments 
were placed on the sick and their diseases 
were healed. Who would have wanted to 
place a handkerchief on a sick body if it 
had come from a sniffling man with pus 
running out of his eyes? They would have 
burned the handkerchief to have kept it 
from spreading the disease. 

Paul was. shipwrecked on an_ island. 
Everybody on board was drenching wet. The 
little crowd huddled together around a fire 
which had been made from a bundle of 
sticks. When Paul threw his bundle of 
kindling-wood down, a viper clung to his 
hand. The superstitious people present 
thought that some great curse must have 
rested upon him that he should have been 
bitten by the viper. Calmly enough he 
shook the reptile off into the flames. The 
people expected him to swell up black and 
blue or fall dead, but God delivered him 
from the poison of the viper. 

Scars, yes, Paul had scars, but no sore 
eyes. 


Doubt Your Doubts 


The carnal mind seeks for loop-holes con- 
stantly to justify its doubts. Doubts are 
dangerous. When doubt comes in, faith 
goes out. Peter was walking on the waves 
and the rolling sea was as solid as a ce- 
ment sidewalk until he got his eyes off of 
the Christ and on to the waves. He doubt- 
ed. He thought, “What if I should sink?” 
And at that instant, he sank. 

A negative faith never got anything from 
God. Faith to be effective must be positive. 
Doubts destroy faith. God cannot do much 
through an “if.””. Assume the positive men- 
tal and spiritual attitude when you pray. 
Some doubters say they believe God wants 
them to be sick. Then let them quit taking 
medicine, for in the event of a cure, it would 
take them out of God’s will. 

Psychologically the idea that God wants 
you to be sick is unsound. It tends to pro- 
duce inertia. If disease is gnawing at you, 
and you become passive to it, thus following 
the line of least resistance, it will only be a 
short time until you will be conquered. As- 
sume the positive. God works only through 
faith. Many a Christian’s faith has been 
shipwrecked on the rocks of doubt. 

Don’t believe your doubts and don’t doubt 
your beliefs. 

Don’t allow Paul’s thorn to interfere with 
your faith. Don’t crucify your faith on a 
cross of thorns. Don’t look at God’s prom- 
ises through Paul’s sore eyes, for I do not 
believe Paul’s eyes were ever sore. Don’t 
hang your faith on a thorn. Don’t puncture 
your faith with a thorn of doubt. Don’t 
sacrifice your faith on an altar of thistles. 

Even Jesus could not work miracles in a 
city of doubt. He was on a great preach- 
ing and healing tour when He came to the 
city of Nazareth. In neighboring cities He 
had cleansed the lepers, raised the dead, 
healed the sick, opened blind eyes and had 
unstopped ears that had been closed. 

Finally He came to Nazareth, His old 
home town. He was greeted with doubt. 
The city rejected His Deity. They believed 
only in His humanity. “Is not this the car- 
penter’s son?” they asked. They were look- 
ing for an excuse to doubt and they found 
it. The carnal mind seeks for loop-holes. 
The people in Nazareth had not heard about 
Paul’s thorn or Job’s boils, so they doubted 
the Lord’s Deity. 

The Lord Himself could not do mighty 
works there because of their unbelief. 

The writer of the Hebrews says, “With- 
out faith it is impossible to please God.” 
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The Evangelical Christian is the Best 
Edited and Best Printed Magazine 
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O WRITES one of the foremost Bible teachers of 
North America. This opinion of Dr. Philpott is 
endorsed by readers everywhere. If you want a 
Christian magazine for the entire family, one that is true to the faith, 
that will instruct, elevate, upbuild and inspire, you have it in The 
Evangelical Christian. It covers the entire range of the Christian life. 
It has at least 60 pages each issue and includes vital expositions of the 
§.S. lesson, Bible studies that “open up the Scriptures,” missionary 
news from all lands, illuminating editorials on current events in the 
light of Scripture, stories for young people, etc. It is strong, it is sound, 
it is evangelical and it is the magazine that every Christian needs. 
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. The moon phases for the entire year are given. 
The popular retail prices make the Christian Calendar an ideal Christmas 
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50 for $9.50 100 for $17.00 
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